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Simple landscaping strategies that can transform a home S exterlor

The interior of a home
may be where homeown-
ers and their families spend
the majority of their time,
and there’s no denying that
a well-planned interior goes
a long way toward making a
house a home. However, the
exterior of a home, including
its landscaping, can serve as
a source of pride and catch
the eye of prospective buy-
ers when the home hits the
market.

It’s easy to walk past a
home with an eye-catching
exterior and assume the
homeowner has a green
thumb or has spent lots of
time and money working
on the landscaping. Though
that may be true, oftentimes
it’s the simplest strategies
that make all the difference.
Homeowners can keep these
strategies in mind as they
look to transform the exte-
rior of their homes.

Dress up the walkway.
A longer walkway can give
guests a strong first impres-
sion of a home and won’t

break the bank. Create new
planting beds and plant
bright plants and flowers
along each side of the walk-
way. If it’s necessary and
within budget, lengthen the
walkway to create the feel of
a more grandiose entryway.

Make things more sym-
metrical. A messy land-
scape can give a poor first
impression, even if the area
features some beautiful
plants. In such instances, a
little effort to make things
more symmetrical, with
equal parts grass and veg-
etation, can create a cleaner,
more inviting look.

Mulch your flower and
tree beds. Mulch is a rela-
tively inexpensive but effec-
tive way to add aesthetic ap-
peal to a landscape. Freshly
mulched beds beneath trees
and flowers creates a clean
and organized look, and the
mulch also serves a practical
purpose, as it reduces weed
growth and helps the soil
retain moisture so plants
stay healthy and look bet-
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ter throughout the warmer
months when rainfall may
not be steady or significant.

Plant shade trees.
Shade trees can be espe-
cially useful when selling a
home. The shade provided
by trees can shield grass
from blistering summer sun,
potentially helping it stay
green. A lush green lawn
appeals to buyers and gives
the impression the home
has been well maintained.
In addition, shade trees can
be used to create the look
of a backyard oasis. A well-
placed bench beneath a large
shade tree can entice buyers
who want a relaxing spot to
enjoy warm summer days
outdoors without getting a
sunburn.

Consider maintenance.
The more exotic an exterior
landscape is, the more main-
tenance it’s likely to require.
Lawn and garden enthusi-
asts may not be turned off
by landscape features that
require steady maintenance,
but homeowners who don’t
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Some simple landscaping strategies can help homeowners transform their home exteriors
without requiring a significant investment of time or money.
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have much time for such
work should keep things
simple. A poorly main-
tained landscape, even if it
includes exotic plants and
elaborate designs, will ad-
versely affect curb appeal.

Another feather in the cap of
low-maintenance landscape
features is they could prove
more appealing to prospec-
tive buyers, who may view
elaborate, exotic landscap-
ing as a lot of extra work

they won’t want to do.
Some simple landscap-
ing strategies can help
homeowners transform their
home exteriors without re-
quiring a significant invest-
ment of time or money.

How to design your dream custom-built home

There are many advan-
tages to designing your own
home. Gone are the builder-
basic styles, layouts that
don’t work for your family
and exteriors you can’t tell
apart from your neighbors’.
To help with your planning,
check out these tips.

Find the right property.
There are no limits to what
you can create with a cus-
tom-built home, but the size
and quality of your lot do
impose restrictions. While

you don’t need to have ev-
erything decided when you
purchase the property, make
sure you have a general idea
of what you need — your
architect can help with this.
Also, double check zoning
laws, so you don’t wind up
not being able to build your
dream three-story home on
a residential street that only
allows bungalows.

Consider your lifestyle.
What kind of lifestyle do
you want to live? What’s im-

portant to you? From bigger
elements like smart home
automation and sustainabil-
ity to smaller considerations
like storage and organiza-
tion, think of these things
when designing the layout
and built-in elements. For
example, if you hate shovel-
ing, now is the opportunity
to make sure you have the
shortest driveway possible.
Build for the future.
Your needs and wants right
now are at the top of your

mind, but a custom home
is a significant investment
in time, money and energy.
It’s also likely you want this
to be your forever home, so
it’s a smart idea to build for
tomorrow. Think about how
your family will evolve and
what your future needs will
be. Consider building ma-
terials that are designed to
stand the test of time, like
insulated concrete forms
(ICFs) from Nudura. This
alternative to wood fram-

ing is a greener option and
offers disaster resilience
against high winds and fire.
The superior insulation also
means more comfortable,
uniform indoor tempera-
tures and less money spent
on heating and cooling your
home.

Avoid the fantasy trap.
This is your dream home, so
it’s okay to indulge on that
outdoor fireplace or luxury
bathroom tiles that you’ve
been envisioning. But to

keep your budget in check,
focus on the priorities and
items that will give you the
best value for your dollar.
Invest in features that will
improve your everyday liv-
ing and boost your property
value, like energy-efficient
construction or a finished
basement.
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Four tips for integrating nature into your interior design

(StatePoint) This spring
home improvement season,
get inspired by the outdoors
with biophilic design.

“Biophilic design — the
concept of integrating na-
ture into interior design — is
not only gorgeous, it fosters
a healthy living environ-
ment, promotes happiness
and comfort and reduces
stress,” says Jennifer Kline,
multimedia graphic artist
at ProVia. “There are many
ways to reap these wellness
benefits while adding vital-
ity to your living spaces.”

To connect to the natu-
ral world within your home,
consider these ideas:

Foster tranquility

Taking a stroll through
the forest can summon feel-
ings of tranquility. Capture
this inner peace at home
from the moment you step
inside with a fiberglass
woodgrain  entry  door.
Those from ProVia provide
authentic-looking ~ wood-
grain textures, such as oak,
cherry, mahogany, knotty

alder and fir and can ac-
commodate various door
glass enhancements. Engi-
neered for energy efficiency,
they’re also a sustainable
choice, helping you protect
the natural world as you
embrace its splendor. Other
design choices, such as ex-
posed rustic ceiling timbers,
rich hardwood furniture,
warm hardwood floors and
vinyl woodgrain windows
can help you carry the forest
motif throughout the home,
while imbuing interiors with
richness and warmth.
Let light in

“If you’re lacking natural
light, it’s time to open those
blinds and drapes and let
the sunlight stream through
your windows. It may also
be time to consider a few
enhancements that will help
you enjoy more sunshine
and observe your natural
surroundings, even when
you can’t be outdoors,” says
Kline.

For kitchens and break-
fast nooks, bathrooms and

dens, consider vinyl garden
windows, which invite more
light into your space and in-
clude shelves ideal for hous-
ing indoor plants, such as
fragrant herbs. Their three-
dimensional design helps
give rooms an airy, spacious
feel. Family rooms and bed-
rooms are great locations
for vinyl picture windows,
which let in large amounts
of light while providing un-
obstructed views of outdoor
scenery. Need inspiration?
Visit ProVia’s Window Pho-
to Gallery at www.provia.
com/windows.

To brighten your foy-
er, add an entry door with
glass. Energy efficient slid-
ing glass patio doors also
let in sunlight and give you
the option to invite fresh air
into your home or enjoy the
melodies of singing birds
on nice days. Skylights can
flood small or closed-off
spaces such as walk-in clos-
ets or bathrooms with light
and give you views of blue
skies.

Welcome home — unexpectedly useful
housewarming gifts

Attending a housewarming is a great way to celebrate a friend’s new home, but how do
you find the perfect present to accompany the visit? These unique gift ideas are not only
bound to make a statement, they’re incredibly useful to boot.

Fix-It essentials: For practicality at its absolute best, pack up some must-haves for the
house. Include a hammer, screwdrivers and some Original Duck Tape brand duct tape to
help your friends get all those initial DIY projects handled — and cover bases for any future
projects and everyday fixes that may pop up.

Plant some love: Flowers are always a great way to brighten a day, but why not offer
something that can brighten a space for years to come and grow with the household? Bring
over a gorgeous houseplant or orchid for a gift that lasts and makes your friends think of
you every time they see it. Tie on a sweet note and a ribbon for a fun, personal touch.

Organization must-haves: Create a welcome home gift that will prove useful for years
to come. Put together a basket that includes all those essentials we sometimes forget, like
high-quality hangers, drawer organizers, rubber bands and paper clips for paperwork. In-
clude additional essentials, such as Duck Max Strength Nano-Grab Gel Tape for securing
miscellaneous items, photos and temporary seasonal décor, along with EasyLiner Brand
Shelf Liner with Clorox for upgraded home organization.
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Let it grow

To give your home a
welcoming, fresh feel, add
various houseplants and in-
dulge in fresh-cut flowers. A
windowsill with small plants
of varying shades of green
can add texture, while larger
potted plants near doorways
help guests feel welcome.
Fill dark, underutilized
spaces with taller plants and
place bright, lightly-scented
garden flowers in such spots
as the kitchen island and

coffee tables. Use earthen or
wood-carved vases for addi-
tional warmth.
Create drama

From the warm brown
tones of a picturesque south-
western mesa to the cool,
earthy feel of quarried rock,
manufactured stone veneer
adds rugged texture, intrigu-
ing patterns and shapes, and
a variety of hues straight
from Earth’s natural color
palette.

Whether you’re creating

a focal point in a bedroom
with an accent wall, adding
character to your kitchen
with a stone veneer back-
splash, surrounding a tub
with stone veneer for a spa-
like bathroom or highlight-
ing your fireplace, different
stone profiles and grout col-
ors can help you customize
the look. Experiment with
combinations using Pro-
Via’s visualizer tool found
at provia.com/stone/grout-
visualizer.

Small renovations that can
make a big impact

Home renovations pro-
vide a host of benefits. Such
projects can increase resale
value and improve on the
safety, aesthetics and func-
tionality of a home.

Some homeowners may
employ the mantra “go big
or go home” when they
embark on home improve-
ments, thinking that only the
largest renovations produce
noticeable change. But that’s
not the case. Various smaller
renovations can provide a
lot of bang for homeowners’
bucks as well.

 Countertops (and hard-
ware): A complete kitchen
overhaul may stretch some
homeowners’ budgets. How-
ever, changing an older
countertop for a new mate-
rial can provide the facelift
a kitchen needs. And while
changing the cabinets may
be homeowners’ ultimate
goal, swapping hardware in
dated finishes for newer han-
dles and pulls can provide
low-cost appeal.

* Paint: Painting a space

A

i
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is an inexpensive improve-
ment that adds maximum
impact. Paint can transform
dark and drab rooms into
bright and airy oases. Paint
also can be used to create an
accent wall or cozy nooks.
Homeowners also can show-
case their personalities with
their choice of paint colors.

* Lighting: Homeowners
should not underestimate
whata change in lighting can
do. When rooms or exterior
spaces are illuminated, they
take on entirely new looks.
It’s worth it to invest in new
lighting, whether it’s a dra-
matic hanging light over the
dining room table or task
lighting in dim spaces.

* Weatherproofing: Im-
proving windows, doors,
weatherstripping and in-
sulation in a home can of-
fer visual appeal and help
homeowners save money.
The initial investment may
be significant, but those
costs will pay off in energy
savings. According to One

Main Financial, space heat-
ing is the largest energy ex-
pense the average American
homeowner has, accounting
for around 45 percent of all
energy costs.

e Mudroom: Turn an
entryway into a more func-
tional space with the addi-
tion of cabinets, benches
or custom-designed storage
options that perfectly fit the
area. Cubbies and cabinets
can corral shoes, umbrellas,
hats, bags, and much more.

» Accent updates: Any
space, whether it’s inside
or outside a home, can get a
fresh look with new decora-
tive accents. Invest in new
throw pillows and even
slipcovers for living room
sofas. Use new tile, or paint
the brick on a fireplace in a
den, then update the mantel
with decorative displays.
Purchase wall art that can
bring different colors into a
room. Change the cushions
on deck furniture and buy
color-coordinated planters.

Health Insurance Questions?

|1 CAN HELP YOU.
PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS « HEALTH & LIFE INSURANCE
MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS -« FINAL EXPENSES
Quality, Affordable Coverage & Excellent Service

THE INnsurance CENTER

Donna Critzman
800-362-8046 or 608-783-6441

Neither The Insurance Center nor Donna Critzman is connected with the Federal Medicare Program.

We do not offer every plan available in your
area. Any information we provide is limited to
those plans we do offer in your area. Please con-
tact Medicare.gov or 1-800-Medicare to get in-
formation on all of your options.

DC1022-2

Call me for a quote

oo StateFarm’

Karen Stai Koenigs Ins Acy Inc
Karen Koenigs, Agent

323 County Road A
Blk River Fls, WI54615-9202

Bus: 715-284-4020

karen@karenkoenigs.com
www.karenkoenigs.com

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lioyds, Richardson, TX




Page 4

The home improvement
industry has been booming
for years, but forecasters are
projecting a deceleration in
2023 and perhaps beyond.
Estimates from the Home
Improvement Research In-
stitute, which is the leading
market research resource
for the home and building
products industry, indicate
that growth in the home im-
provement products market
is expected to decelerate
from 7.2 percent in 2022 to
1.5 percent in 2023. Infla-
tion continues to affect con-
sumer spending, and home-
owners may be looking to
spend less on renovations in
the year ahead.

Minor upgrades that
aren’t as costly as larger
projects can still make a
big difference, especially
among prospective buyers.
When looking for minor up-
grades that can help sell a
home, homeowners can rely
on Remodeling magazine’s

annual “Cost vs. Value Re-
port.” That report analyzes
costs for an assortment of
remodeling projects and de-
termines the value of those
projects at resale. Though
resale value depends on a
host of variables, including
location, the following are
some relatively minor exte-
rior upgrades that impress
buyers and provide a strong
return for homeowners.
Garage door replace-
ment: Garage doors matter
more than sellers may rec-
ognize, as various real es-
tate professionals note that
buyers appreciate homes
with updated garage doors.
That’s good news for home-
owners, as the “2022 Cost
vs. Value Report” indicated
homeowners recoup roughly
93 percent of their garage
door replacement invest-
ment at resale. The average
cost of such a job is right
around $4,000, making this
a budget-friendly remodel-

Safety first with DIY electrical work

Home improvement
projects can help homeown-
ers transform their homes.
Such projects are costly,
but many homeowners save
money by doing some, if not
all, of the work themselves.

Homeowners who take
the do-it-yourself route with
electrical work should con-
sider this safety tip, courtesy
of the ESFI, before begin-
ning a home electrical proj-
ect.

Learn your home electri-
cal system. Home electrical

systems may include power
lines, electric meters, ser-
vice panels, subpanels, wir-
ing and more. These systems
are complex, and homeown-
ers who intend to do some
DIY electrical work should
familiarize themselves with
their home electrical sys-
tems prior to beginning any
work. The ESFI notes that
knowledge of their home
electrical systems can help
homeowners more safely
navigate them and make
maintenance easier.

Home Improvement Guide

Minor exterior upgrades that can
help sell a home

Updated garage doors add curb appeal and provide a
strong return on homeowners’ investment at resale.

Contributed photo

ing project.

Window  replacement:
The cost of new windows
will depend on just how
many windows must be re-
placed. But there’s no deny-
ing buyers like the idea of
low emissivity (low-E) win-
dows, which can cut energy
bills by a significant amount
over time. The Office of
Energy Efficiency & Re-
newable Energy estimates
that heat gain and heat loss
through windows is respon-
sible for between 25 and
30 percent of residential
heating and cooling energy
use, so sellers who can tell
buyers they have new low-
E windows can emphasize
those savings in home list-
ings. The “2022 Cost vs.
Value Report” indicates
that homeowners recoup
roughly two-thirds of their
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investment in new windows
at resale.

Landscaping: Well-
maintained landscaping
is another home exterior
component that can make
a strong first impression on
buyers. A recent survey of
nearly 7,000 realtors con-
ducted by the National As-
sociation of Realtors found
that upgrading a landscape
recouped roughly 83 per-
cent of homeowners’ initial
investment at resale. In ad-
dition, 11 percent of realtors
surveyed indicated that an
upgraded landscape was the
decisive factor that closed
the deal for the house.

Updating a home’s ex-
terior doesn’t have to bust
homeowners’ budgets.
Many affordable projects
also provide a substantial
return at resale.
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Popular trends in
home exteriors

Certain homes have an
undeniable wow factor. That
instant appeal tends to be
noticeable the moment visi-
tors pull up to the curb, and
it might be a byproduct of
homeowners’ willingness to
embrace the latest exterior
design trends.

Trends come and go, but
recognition of the current
fashions can help home-
owners create that highly
sought-after wow factor.
The following are some re-
cent trends in home exteri-
ors that have helped home-
owners set their properties
apart.

Wood

Natural wood has unde-
niable appeal, and it hasn’t
only found newfound devo-
tion among home interior
decorators. Natural wood
garage doors create a sense
of warmth and can set a
home apart from others with
steel doors, which tend to
be the most popular garage
door material. In addition
to the garage door, natural
wood entry doors and wood
decks are popular ways to
impart this classical, warm
look to a home’s exterior.

Painted brick

Like natural wood, brick
is a traditional material
that’s both sturdy and clas-
sical. But homeowners can
add character to brick with a
coat of paint, which has be-
come a popular trend in re-
cent years. Light tones tend
to be most popular when
painting bricks. The experts
at Better Homes & Gardens
note that this could prove a
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long-term commitment if
homeowners so desire, as a
properly painted brick exte-
rior could last as long as 20
years.
Hardscaping

Hardscaping isn’t a new
trend, but it has been trend-
ing in recent years. Hard-
scaping is an umbrella term
that includes everything
from outdoor living rooms
to incorporating natural
stone into a landscape. Out-
door living rooms are one
hardscaping trend that has
become increasingly popu-
lar of late. These spaces
serve as an extension of
indoor living spaces. The
home improvement experts
at HGTV note that recently
homeowners have looked
to create covered outdoor
rooms that can be enjoyed
more frequently than patios
or decks that are not protect-
ed from the elements.

Outdoor lighting

It makes sense that in-
dividuals looking to spend
more time enjoying their
properties outdoors would
want more lighting outside.
Ambient outdoor lighting
can be utilized throughout
a property. Such lighting
can light up walkways and
driveways and be used to
light up landscaping fea-
tures like trees and gardens.

Home design trends tend
to be fickle. But recognition
of the current trends in ex-
terior home design can set
homes apart and turn prop-
erties into awe-inspiring
places to enjoy the great
outdoors.
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How to maintain hardwood floors

Hardwood floors have
long been sought after by
home buyers. In its 2019
“Remodeling Impact Re-
port,” the National Associa-
tion of Realtors® revealed
that new wood flooring was
the fourth most popular
project to attract buyers.

Of course, hardwood
floors aren’t just for buyers.
Homeowners who already
have hardwood floors know
just how impressive these
floors can be, especially
when they’re well main-
tained. Maintaining wood
floors is not necessarily as
straightforward as it may
seem, and homeowners may
benefit from a tutorial on
how to keep the floors under
their feet looking good.

To polish or not to polish?

Polishing floors is an
inexpensive way to keep
them looking good. But the
home improvement experts
at BobVila.com note that not
all floors can be polished,
and determining which ones
can depends on the finish.
Floors with waterproof bar-
riers such as urethane will
benefit from routine polish-
ing. However, floors with
penetrating  finishes  like
tung oil will need to be
waxed rather than polished.

What finish is
on the floor?

The Hardwood Distribu-
tor’s Association recom-
mends a simple way for
homeowners to determine
which type of finish is
on their hardwood floors.
Homeowners are advised to
rub a finger across the floor.
If no smudge appears, then
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the floor is surface sealed. If
a smudge is created, then the
floor has been treated with a
penetrating seal. The HDA
also notes that recently in-
stalled wood floors are like-
ly surface sealed.
How often should floors
be polished or waxed?

Wood flooring profes-
sionals recommend pol-
ishing floors that can be
polished once every few
months. Waxing wood floors
does not need to be done as
frequently, and most can
benefit from a fresh coat of
wax every 12 to 18 months.

What can I do on
a daily basis?

Some simple tricks and
daily maintenance can help
wood floors maintain their
impressive look.

Utilize floor mats. The
HDA notes that floor mats
near entryways can reduce
the time it takes to clean
hardwood floors and reduce
the wear and tear they en-
dure. For example, tiny par-
ticles like dirt can scratch
the floor and contribute to
the kind of minor damage
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Homeowners who already have hardwood floors know
just how impressive these floors can be, especially when
they’re well maintained. Maintaining wood floors is not

that adds up to significant
scarring over time. Floor

necessarily as straight-forward as it may seem.

mats near entryways ensures
that most of that dirt never
makes it to the wood floors.

Vacuum without a beater
bar. Some vacuums con-
tain beater bars, which are
designed to pick up human
hair, dog hair and other
things that conventional
vacuums may not be able
to pick up. The HDA ad-
vises vacuuming without the
beater bar, as it can contrib-
ute to small scratches in the

floor. Sweeping with a high-
quality broom or microfiber
cloth is another way to pick
up dirt without damaging
floors.

Use manufacturer-rec-
ommended cleaning prod-
ucts. Local home improve-
ment stores sell a host of
hardwood floor cleaning

products, but the HDA notes
that many flooring manu-
facturers now sell their own
hardwood floor cleaners de-

signed specifically for their
floors. These products are
likely homeowners’ best
bets. Homeowners who
can’t find them can seek rec-
ommendations from a local
flooring retailer.

Hardwood floors are at-
tractive for many reasons.
And they look even more
stunning, and last much
longer, when homeowners
make an effort to maintain
them.

WE WANT TO HELP!
APPLY NOW FOR BRCB'S

PERSONAL LINE OF GREDIT
11.99% APR*

Quick Online Application

Quick Access
WWW.BRCBANK.COM/LENDING/
APPLY-NOW-FOR-A-NEW-LOAN

D> COUNTRY

—_— BANK

WE WANT WHAT YOU WANT

BI /A( (K RI v I \/I z “11.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR). This is a personal

unsecured line of credit loan. Monthly payments based on 2%
of outstanding loan balance. Term is a 12-month loan,
automatically renewable at maturity subject to account
review. Loan availability subject to credit approval,
eligibility, and credit qualifications. Origination fee of
$50.00 due at loan closing. No prepayment penalty and no
collateral required. Please see a Black River Country Bank
Loan Representative for a full account disclosure. Offer good
until May 1, 2023.
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Factors to consider before converting attics

At the onset of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, many
homeowners suddenly
found themselves in need of
more usable square footage
in their homes. Required to
work from home due to so-
cial distancing recommen-
dations, millions of work-
ing professionals suddenly
found themselves setting up
shop at kitchen tables or is-
lands, in alcoves, garages or
even walk-in closets. Those
makeshift offices were never
supposed to be permanent,
but as companies loosen

workplace policies and em-
brace full remote or hybrid
working arrangements, pro-
fessionals are seeking more
permanent home office solu-
tions.

Home additions are a
possibility for homeown-
ers who need more usable
square footage, but add-ons
may not be the right option
for everyone. If adding on
won’t work, homeowners
may want to look up ... at
their attics.

Attics with ample space
can make for ideal home of-

e

Attic conversions are not always possible, and there are
three important factors homeowners may need to consider
before they can go forward with such projects.

Contributed photo

fices, as they’re away from
the hustle and bustle of a
home’s main floor. That can
make it easier to concen-
trate when everyone is in the
house and reduce the likeli-
hood that video calls with
colleagues and clients will
be interrupted by kids and
pets.

Attic conversions are not
always possible, and the fol-
lowing are three important
factors homeowners may
need to consider before they
can go forward with such
projects.

Dimensions: Both the
renovation experts at This
Old House and the real es-
tate experts at UpNest in-
dicate that at least half of
a finished attic must be a
minimum of seven feet high
and seven feet wide and 70
square feet. Requirements
may differ depending on
where homeowners live,
but that 7-7-70 guideline is
generally the minimum re-
quirement. An attic that fails
to meet such requirements
won’t necessarily be a lost
cause, but it might be costly
to make adjustments that
ultimately align with local
codes.

Access: Access is anoth-
er aspect that must adhere
to local safety guidelines.
Many attics are accessible
only through pulldown lad-
ders, but that will have to
change if homeowners re-
purpose their attic spaces. A
staircase that complies with
local laws will need to be in-
stalled, and contractors can
work with homeowners to

build that and estimate the
cost. Homeowners who sim-
ply want to put desks in their
attics without going with
full-fledged conversions are
urged to adhere to local ac-
cess requirements anyway,
as they’re intended to ensure
residents can safely escape
attics in the case of a fire or
another emergency.

Climate control: Attics
are converted to provide
residents with more livable
space. Converted space is
only livable if the climate
within the attic can be con-
trolled so it’s cool in the
summer and warm in the
winter. An existing HVAC
unit needs to efficiently heat
and cool an extra room. If it
can’t, bills might spike be-
cause the rest of the home
likely won’t be as comfort-
able, forcing homeowners to
adjust thermostats to offset
that discomfort. That also
could affect the unit’s life
expectancy. Before going
forward with an attic reno-
vation, homeowners should
contact HVAC professionals
to determine if attic spaces
can be serviced with the ex-
isting units and ductwork, or
if an alternative arrangement
must be worked out to make
the spaces livable.

Attic conversions can
be great ways to make ex-
isting spaces more livable.
Homeowners  considering
such projects should pay
attention to three important
variables as they try to de-
termine if attic conversions
will work for them.
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Six signs you may need a

There’s no place like
home, especially when that
home is a comfortable and
safe haven. One of the ways
residents find comfort in
their homes is by maintain-
ing the right indoor tempera-
tures, which fluctuate along
with the seasons. While
there is much to be said
about opening windows and
doors to let Mother Nature
do her thing, indoor comfort
is often maintained with an
HVAC system.

HVAC stands for heat-
ing, ventilation and air con-
ditioning. It can include heat
pumps, furnaces and air con-
ditioning units. It is an au-
tomated system that works
by adjusting a thermostat
to regulate air temperature,
and sometimes humidity,
in the home. According to
Enviguard, a commercial
contracting provider, HVAC
systems also may be used to
improve indoor air quality
through filtration and oxy-
gen replacement.

As with any mechanical
device, an HVAC system
has a life span that must be
considered. Should any of
the following conditions
be present, it is likely time
to consult with an HVAC
technician to see if repairs
or replacement of the entire
system is warranted.

Age - If the HVAC sys-
tem is more than 10 years
old, it could be time to be-
gin budgeting for a new unit.
Many modern, efficient sys-
tems may last 12 to 14 years
with routine maintenance.
But it’s good to keep an
HVAC system’s age in mind

DESI

LandscapLLeC

Vour local Londiscapt

« Design/Construction
- Retaining Walls/Patios

- Lawns & Planting Beds
« Qutdoor Rooms
- Land Clearing

« Trees, Shrubs, Perennials
« Maintenance & Turf Care

- Paver Walkways

- Landscape Supplies
(Topsoil, Rock, Mulch)

Jason Oslie | N5186 State Hwy. 54, Black River Falls, WI

new HVAC system

so you can readily recognize
when it might start to fail.

Longer or constant run-
ning times - An efficient,
properly working system
will quickly heat or cool the
home and then turn off. A
system that is turning on re-
peatedly or having to run for
a while before the set tem-
perature is reached could be
nearing the end of its utility.

Strange noises - Groan-
ing, banging or loud hum-
ming noises should be ad-
dressed. While these noises
may indicate that certain
components need mainte-
nance or replacement, they
also could be symptoms of
age and a system nearing
failure.

Frequent repair visits -
Knowing the HVAC compa-
ny’s repair person by name
is a sign that the system has
required too much work in
recent months. Repeated is-
sues and repairs are probably
signs that it’s time to consid-
er a system replacement.

Higher bills - Sticker
shock when receiving elec-
tricity or gas bills likely
mean the HVAC system
isn’t working efficiently and
might need to be replaced.

Poor indoor air quality
-If the home is dusty or hu-
mid or even if allergies seem
to have cropped up out of
nowhere, this could indicate
a poorly functioning HVAC
system.

HVAC systems are vital
to keeping indoor environ-
ments comfortable and safe.
Such systems may exhibit
certain signs that indicate
they need to be replaced.
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There are signs to watch for indicating it might be time to
start thinking about replacing your home’s HVAC (heat-
ing, ventilation and air conditioning) system.

Contributed photo

Spring cleaning tips

Spring is a time of year
when change is in the air.
Spring cleaning projects are
popular this time of year, as
residents take inventory of
their living spaces and aim to
declutter, clean and increase
efficiency. Some people find
the prospect of getting orga-
nized overwhelming. Here
are some tips that can help
anyone master spring clean-
ing.

Create a plan. Make
a checklist and establish
a cleaning plan of attack.
Focus on areas that are not
regularly cleaned, as they
probably need a little atten-
tion.

Assemble your clean-
ing kit. Spring cleaning can
be slowed down consider-
ably if you don’t have all of
your equipment at the ready.
Items to have on hand in-
clude an all-purpose cleaner,
concentrated cleaner, micro-
fiber cloths, paper towels,

mop, vacuum, dusters and
a squeegee. Adjust your
equipment based on the task
at hand.

Work from top to bot-
tom. Work efficiently by
cleaning shelves, ceiling
fans and other -elevated
items first, as dust and de-
bris will trickle down and
need to be cleaned next.

Purchase or rent a car-
pet cleaner. According to
the experts at Clean That
Up, carpets help filter indoor
air by trapping debris and
allergens. By deep clean-
ing carpets, homeowners
can improve the indoor air
quality of their homes. Use
a carpet cleaner on a warm,
dry day so that windows can
be opened and cross breezes
will help dry the damp rug.

Clean windows. Wash
windows inside and out and
utilize their screens to help
brighten indoors spaces.

Let us ée{@ make your vision @ /‘ea/ b%/

WINDOWS + ROOFING - SIDING < DECKING - CABINETS

A Division of m

Lampert
Lumber

112 Railway St, Augusta, Wl | 715-286-2271 | LampertLumber.com
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(StatePoint) If you’re
feeling stressed about ris-
ing rents and interest rates,
you are not alone. Most
American renters say their
rents increased in the past
12 months, and for many,
their wage gains didn’t keep
pace. In addition, mortgage
rates have reached a two-
decade high.

This means that for those
in the market to rent or buy
a home, there is a lot to con-
sider. According to Fred-
die Mac, deciding whether
to rent or buy depends on
your financial situation, fu-
ture plans and lifestyle. You
should also carefully assess
the benefits and financial

%melj
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Large Variety
of Colors to
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715-299-186

email: countrylandgutters@yahoo.com

ount

N9663 Thunderbird Ln.,
Hatfield, WI 54754

commitments that
with each option.
Why buy? If you plan
to stay in your home for at
least five to seven years,
buying can make financial
sense. Homeowners may
be eligible for certain tax
benefits, and increases in
home equity are important
to building long-term fi-
nancial independence. Plus,
for those with a fixed-rate
mortgage, stable monthly
payments provide important
predictability when creat-
ing a budget. Another ben-
efit to homeownership is the
freedom to make decisions
about your house that best
suit your needs without the

come

ryland

S’%

e 5” or 6” Aluminum or
Steel Gutters

~

RING
wmprrovemedt
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Should I buy or rent a home?

It’s important to know what your long-range financial goals are

approval of a landlord.

Why rent? Compared to
owning, renting is flexible
and is usually low risk. Rent-
ing can require less money
up front and provides you
immunity to declining home
values. It’s also a good op-
tion if you enjoy the ability
to move relatively quickly.
Not handy? Renting is also
great if you prefer to leave
home repairs to someone
else.

Next steps. As you make
your decision, here are a few
questions to ask yourself:

Am [ ready for home-
ownership? Mortgage-
ready homebuyers typically
have not had a foreclosure

FREE ESTIMATES * FULLY INSURED

MARCH 27, 2023

Is= Rural Mutual

Matt Rhodes '"srance Company

your agent for

or bankruptcy in the past
seven years and no severe
delinquencies in the past 12
months. Potential buyers are
also often required to have
credit scores and debt lev-
els that meet certain criteria.
To learn more about credit
scores and managing credit,
consider using free educa-

Jackson County &
surrounding areas.
1 Main St., Black River Falls, Wl 54615
Office: 715-284-2522 -+ Cell: 608-396-1619
AR mrhodes@ruralins.com e
130;

Call me for a quote!

tional resources from Fred-
die Mac.

How much can I afford?
Free online tools can help
you get a better idea of how
much you can afford based
on your personal financial
situation.

Do I have enough saved?

Sav-Rite Building Center |

N3599 Fairground Ave., Neillsville

715-743-3149

www.savritebuilding.com

}?eteminedh(t)‘w much you HARDWARE STORE
hove e for o seeucty || | "RENTAL CENTER | #oe vt e

Look into down payment
assistance programs, low
down payment mortgage
programs and learn more

about budgeting for upfront
rental costs.

If you’re still unsure
which path is right for you,
check out My Home by
Freddie Mac, which offers
financial education resourc-
es. Compare costs with the
site’s Rent vs. Buy Calcula-
tor, and explore the tips and
tools geared to those who are
renting or buying. Visit my-
home.freddiemac.com to get
started.

Whether you choose to
rent or buy, it’s important to
keep an eye on your long-
term financial goals. Build-
ing good credit and making a
savings plan today can better
position you for the future.

)
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Dan Hesch: 608-797-2454 « Dave Hesch: 608-797-1257
Office: 608-323-3384

Spﬁl’)g into action with

\ Northern Investment Company!

If you’re considering buying or selling your home, now is the perfect time to
take action! As the weather warms up and flowers begin to bloom, the housing
market is buzzing with activity and opportunities to find your perfect home.

There are many reasons why you should make a move today!

Firstly, the ongoing pandemic has made many people reconsider their living situa-
tions, with remote work and changing family needs prompting them to seek out new
homes. Additionally, with the economy rebounding and consumer confidence on the
rise, there’s never been a better time to invest in real estate. Furthermore, with the
supply of available homes still relatively low, buyers who act quickly can often se-
cure a great deal and avoid the bidding wars that can happen later in the year.

That’s where Northern Investment Company comes in.

We have a team of experienced real estate professionals who can help you navigate
the market and find your dream home. Maybe you’ve been dreaming of a bigger yard
for your kids to play in, or a home office to make working from home a little more
comfortable. Or, perhaps you’re ready to downsize and simplify your life. Whatever
your reasons for wanting to buy or sell a home, our team of friendly and experienced
real estate professionals is here to help. Whether you’re a first-time homebuyer or a
seasoned investor, we’ll work with you to ensure a stress-free process from start to
finish so you can focus on the excitement of finding your new home.

Discover the Power of Our Senior Marketing Team:
Maximizing Your Home’s Exposure

Our marketing team is second to none, offering 3D virtual tours, drone photography,
expertly crafted newspaper ads, Facebook & Craigslist ads, MLS affiliation, and
other online resources to showcase your home or help you find the perfect one. In
the past year alone, our Facebook ads have reached over 205,000 people, providing
unparalleled exposure for our clients’ properties. Our team is committed to staying
ahead of the curve, using the latest marketing techniques to help you achieve your
real estate goals.

Spring is right around the corner! Why wait? Beat the Spring Rush!

Call Your Local NIC Agent Today & Let’s Be Successful Together!

1 [ [ (e

[Northern Investment Company|

Josh Baecker- 715.533.4114
Jacob Lallemont- 608.863.3928
Jamie Back- 715.797.0802
Jackie Hanson- 715.797.3332

|\ L j Jeanne Carlson- 715.533.4444

REAL EFESTATE Amy Mayer- 715.456.1790

www.NorthernInvestment.Com
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Outdoor improvements that boost home value

Whether home improve-
ment projects are designed
to improve the interior or
exterior of a house, focusing
on renovations that make
the most financial sense can
benefit homeowners in the
long run. The right renova-
tions can be assets if and
when homeowners decide to
sell their homes.

So how does one get
started? First and foremost,
speak to a local real estate
agent who is knowledgeable
about trends in the com-
munity. While a swimming
pool may be something cov-
eted in one area, it may im-
pede sales in another. It also
helps to study generalized
trends and data from various
home improvement industry
analysts to guide upcoming
projects.

The following outdoor
projects are just a few reno-
vations that tend to add val-
ue.

Fire pit: A fire pit is a
great place to gather most
months of the year. Bob Vila

and CBS news report that a
fire pit realizes a 78-percent
return on investment, or
ROL

Outdoor kitchen: Many
buyers are looking to uti-
lize their yards as an exten-
sion of interior living areas.
Cooking, dining and even
watching TV outdoors is in-
creasingly popular. Outdoor
living areas can be custom
designed and built. In addi-
tion, prefabricated modular
units that require a much
smaller commitment of time
and money are available.

Patio: Homeowners who
do not already have a patio
will find that adding one can
increase a home’s value. Pa-
tios help a home look neat,
add useable space and may
help a home to sell quickly.
The experts at Space Wise,
a division of Extra Space
Storage, say that refinishing,
repairing and building a new
patio offers strong ROI.

Deck: Decks can be as
valuable as patios. A deck is
another outdoor space that

can be used for entertaining,
dining and more. Remodel-
ing magazine’s 2018 “Cost
vs. Value” report indicates
that an $11,000 deck can
add about $9,000 in resale
value to the home, recoup-
ing around 82 percent of the
project’s costs.

Door update: Improve
curb appeal with a new,
high-end front door and ga-
rage doors. If that’s too ex-
pensive, a good cleaning and
new coat of paint can make
an old door look brand new.
These easy fixes can improve
a home’s look instantly.

New landscaping: The
National  Association of
Realtors says an outdoor
makeover that includes well
thought out landscaping can
net 105 percent ROI. Install-
ing a walkway, adding stone
planters, mulching, and
planting shrubs are ideas to
consider.

Many different outdoor
projects can add value to a
home.

sell quickly.

Homeowners who do not already have a patio will find that adding one can increase a
home’s value. Patios help a home look neat, add useable space and may help a home to

Contributed photo

Exterior renovations that boast the best ROI

Remodeling with a re-
turn on investment (ROI) in
mind can be a smart strategy
for homeowners, whether
one is thinking about mov-
ing in the next few months
or further down the road.
Though this approach is an
inexact science, in many
instances, it’s savvy for
homeowners to consider

what buyers may want when
planning home
ments.

improve-

Homeowners may be
surprised to learn which ren-
ovations garner the best ROI
at resale. The home loan and
refinancing company, Re-
noFi, indicates that overall
home improvement projects
provide a 70-percent ROI
on average. Many high-
ROI projects add functional
space and improvement.

The following are some
exterior renovations that
help homeowners recoup

the most money at resale,
according to Remodeling
magazine’s “2022 Cost vs.
Value Report.”

Garage door replace-
ment: 93.3 percent recouped
of $4,041 cost

Manufactured stone ve-
neer: 91.4 percent recouped
of $11,066 cost

Siding replacement (fi-
ber Cement): 68.3 percent
recouped of $22,093 cost

Window  replacement

Gall us or visit our wehsite to learn more and apply!

Baderelieeltiedlouss

SEF US FIRST FOR ALL YOUR
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Arcadia Credit Union offers Home Equity,
Construction and Term Loan Options to
help you create the home of your dreams.
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608-323-2126 or 1-800-325-2126

535S. Dettloff Dr., P.O. Box 187, Arcadia, Wl 54612 - arcadiacu.com

Fri., 7:30AM-5:30PM; Sat., 8:15AM-12PM

Thurs., 8:15AM-5:30PM;

LIKE US ON &5

facebook.

ni

(vinyl): 67.5 percent re-
couped of $20,482 cost

Siding replacement (vi-
nyl): 67.2 percent recouped
of $18,662 cost

Window  replacement
(wood): 66.3 percent re-
couped of $24,388 cost

Deck addition (wood):
64.8 percent recouped of
$19,248 cost

Entry door replacement
(steel): 63.8 percent re-
couped of $2,206 cost

The majority of renova-
tions on Remodeling maga-
zine’s list of the best invest-
ments are exterior renova-
tions, making this area of a

home a particular point of
interest for homeowners.
The only interior project
that cracked the top 10 ROI
for projects was a minor
midrange kitchen remodel.
Exterior renovations per-
haps add the most bang for
your buck because they’re
not only functional, but also
because they add immedi-
ate curb appeal. Much in the
way it has been said people
cat with their eyes first -
which is why chefs spend
so much time on elaborate
plating -buyers will judge
a property by how it looks
when they arrive, even be-

fore they’ve stepped inside
a home. In essence, home
buyers often judge a book
by its cover. A worn exterior
may indicate to potential
buyers that the home was
not maintained, however
false that assumption may
be.

It’s important for home-
owners to consider all fac-
tors before beginning a
renovation. Certain projects
offer a stronger return on
investment than others, and
that’s a significant consider-
ation for homeowners think-
ing of selling their homes.
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The many styles of front doors

A grand entryway sim-
ply wouldn’t be complete
without an impressive front
door. A front door can dazzle
guests and create a home-
owner’s desired vibe before
anyone even steps inside,
which only underscores how
important the choice of door
style can be.

When shopping around
for a new front door for their
homes, homeowners can
consider the many popular
styles as they seek to choose
one that fits an existing
scheme or use a new front
door as a springboard to a
redesigned home interior.

Farmhouse: Farmhouse
doors are not all one and
the same. Traditional farm-
house doors provide a rustic
look that’s become popular
in home decor over the last
decade or so. Modern farm-
house doors are a little less
rustic because they incorpo-
rate more contemporary ele-
ments into their design. Each
option is ideal for home-
owners who aspire to create
a farmhouse vibe in their
home interiors and exteriors.

Modern: Modern front
doors tend to boast a bold
look and many are made up
of large glass panels. Some
homeowners prefer modern
front doors because the glass
in them allows lots of natural
light into their home’s interi-
or. The added light in the en-
tryway appeals to homeown-
ers who want to brighten up
these spaces, which tend to
be dark in homes with more
traditional doors.

Traditional: Traditional
front doors may be the most
recognizable to today’s
homeowners. Often solid
wood but sometimes en-
hanced with glass, tradition-
al doors may feature subtle,
yet ornate designs. Tradi-
tional front doors might feel
out of place in modern or
rustic homes, so they’re gen-
erally best suited to homes
with owners that prefer more

When shopping around for a new front door for their
homes, homeowners can consider many popular styles,
from farmhouse to modern to traditional and even custom-

built.

Contributed photo

traditional decor inside their
homes.

Custom: It’s important
that homeowners recognize
they need not pigeonhole
themselves into a particular
design style for their front
doors. Custom front doors
may be costly, but many door
manufacturers or contractors
customize front doors. Cus-
tom doors may suit home-
owners’ with unique ideas
about decor, and some can
even mimic other popular
styles while still featuring

FINANCING*

Est. 1968

MONTHS

www.WoodSalesService.com
715-284-9438 « 800-657-4653

uPTO

s3600

CASH BACK* (T-L-B)

HRS: Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. Closed

N5931 State Highway 54
Black River Falls, WI

subtle differences. For ex-
ample, homeowners can re-
quest an arched double door
that, while unique, features
many of the same qualities
that characterize traditional
doors, including ornate de-
signs.

A front door can greatly
influence the first impres-
sion people get of a home.
That makes it worth home-
owners’ time and effort to
explore the many different
front door styles now avail-
able.
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Let the outside in with
all-season rooms

Many homeowners ex-
press interest in creating
fewer barriers between the
interior and exterior of their
homes. Some may have
backyards built for entertain-
ing and want to facilitate the
transition between the inside
of the residence and the out-
side when guests arrive. In
other instances, homes may
back up to a nature preserve
that homeowners want to en-
joy more readily. Whatever
the reason for bringing the
outside in, all-season rooms
can serve as a welcoming
bridge between indoor and
outdoor spaces.

What is an all-season

room?
Also known as a four-
season room, all-season

rooms are specially engi-
neered spaces that provide
a connection to the outdoors
no matter the season. They
are like sunrooms, but cli-
mate-controlled so that they
will be comfortable through-
out winter, spring, summer
and fall.

What is the difference
between a three-season
room and an
all-season room?

The biggest difference
between these two spaces
is the level of usage and the
capacity of the room to be
heated and cooled. Individu-
als who reside in climates
with moderate year-round
temperatures may get by
with a three-season room.
However, those who expe-
rience all four seasons may
need a more insulated space

to make the room usable
throughout the year.

Features of all-season

rooms

One of the more notable
features of an all-season
room is an abundance of
windows, which allow plen-
ty of natural light to shine in.
All-season rooms also can
feature creature comforts
like a reading nook, outdoor
kitchen spaces and televi-
sions. Retractable screens
can be installed when pri-
vacy or shade is desired.

Maintaining a comfort-
able temperature

All-season rooms can be
built with adequate thermal
insulation and energy-sav-
ing features. Insulation will
be installed in the walls and
roof, and homeowners may
have a choice of window
ratings for efficiency. Some
all-season rooms are spe-
cially equipped with HVAC
(heating, ventilation and air
conditioning) systems that
may or may not be tied in to
the home’s general heating
and cooling system. Some

people use portable heat-
ers or air conditioners to
control the temperature in
all-season rooms. It’s best
to speak with an all-season
room contractor to identify
heating and cooling needs.

How much does an

all-season room cost?

Prices vary by region
and are contingent on the
features homeowners desire.
According to the outdoor
resource Garden Center
Care, a three-season room
can cost anywhere from
$8,000 to $50,000 to build.
A four-season room can cost
$20,000 to $80,000 to add.
If there is an existing three-
season room, it may be
more affordable to upgrade
the space into an all-season
room, but an architect and
contractor should inspect the
space to determine the scope
of the project.

All-season rooms can be
an ideal addition to a prop-
erty, providing extra space
for entertaining or lounging
and a connection to the out-
doors.

®» We'll have your unit ready when you need it!

\/WE USE CUB CADET GENUINE PARTS
\/CUB CADET CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

MAINTAINING

YOUR CUB CADET EQUIPMENT
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IN SERVICING CUB CADET.

® Drop your unit off or we can schedule a pickup time.

SCHEDULE YOUR SERVICE APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Est. 1968

See store associate for details. | ® 2019 Cub Cadet

cubCadet: YOUR INDEPENDENT DEALER - EXPERT SERVICE. LOCALLY DWNED.
—————— THE ADVICE, SERVICE, SELECTION AND SUPPORT YOU NEED TO FIND THE RIGHT FIT FOR YOU.

HRS: Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. Closed
N5931 State Highway 54,
Black River Falls, Wi

www.WoodSalesService.com
715-284-9438  800-657-4653
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TRUST THE WATER TREATMENT EXPERTS
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Renovations are a great
way for homeowners to re-
shape their homes. Some
may aspire to renovate so
their home is more reflective
of their personal taste, while
others may do so in an effort
to make their homes better
align with modern styles and
sensibilities. Regardless of
why a homeowner chooses
to renovate, the need to do
so is often evident to the na-
ked eye, especially when the
time comes to update home
exteriors.

Curb appeal is often
discussed in regard to the
effects it can have when
selling a home. But curb
appeal is equally important
for homeowners who aren’t
putting their homes on the
market. A well-maintained,
aesthetically appealing
home is a source of pride,
while a home with fading
curb appeal can make home-
owners feel a little sheepish.
Homeowners who want their
homes to maintain their curb
appeal can look for signs that
it’s time to update their home
exteriors.

* Curling shingles: The
roof may not be the first
thing people think of when
pondering curb appeal, but a
damaged roof can contribute
to problems that ultimately
affect the exterior and inte-
rior of the home. Multiple
curling shingles indicate it’s
time to replace the roof. The
sight of curling shingles is
not pretty, but the larger is-
sue in such instances is the
potential for costly water
damage when water gets in
through the affected shin-
gles.

* Dated entry door: Many
home improvement experts
insist they can determine
when a home was built or
most recently renovated

Home Improvement Guide

Signs a home exterior needs updating

simply by looking at the
front door. Steel and glass
doors are popular in modern
homes, so homeowners with
front doors with ornate de-
signs and oval glass inserts
can likely benefit from an
upgrade to their entryway.
A modern front door can
make a statement, and real
estate experts note how pop-
ular updated front doors are
among buyers.

* Unsightly landscap-
ing: It’s not only the physi-
cal components of the home
that may suggest an update
is necessary. Homeowners
without a green thumb may
have exterior landscaping
that has seen better days. If a
spring or summer day spent
tending to your landscaping
is not your ideal weekend
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pastime, then consider re-
placing unsightly landscap-
ing with low-maintenance
plants or hardscaping. These
alternatives to more needy
plants can create curb appeal
without requiring any extra
work for homeowners.

* Cracked driveways/
walkways: If the driveway
looks like a busy road at the
end of snow-plowing sea-
son, chances are that’s ad-
versely affecting the impres-
sion people have of your
home. In addition, cracked
walkways indicate a need
for renovations, as these
areas are front and center
when welcoming guests.

Updating a home’s exte-

rior can restore curb appeal
and help homeowners feel
better about their properties.

Updating a home’s exterior restores curb appeal and shows those passing by the home-
owner’s pride they have in their home.

Contributed photo

This childproofing checklist can help keep kids safe

It’s not long before new-
borns who need their parents
to cater to their every need
become toddlers who can’t
wait to go exploring on their
own. The curiosity can come
quickly, which underscores
how important it is for par-
ents to childproof their
homes.

Childproofing is essential
in the nursery where children
tend to spend much of their
time, but it’s necessary else-
where in the house as well.
The Children’s Hospital of
Los Angeles says fractures
are the most common inju-
ries among infants and tod-
dlers as they develop a sense
of curiosity and gain mobil-
ity. Head and mouth/tooth
injuries are some additional
injuries curious kids may
suffer during this period in
their lives. This childproof-
ing checklist can help reduce
the risk of injury.

Contributed photo
There are several precautions that can be put in place to
protect the youngest members of the family. Child-proof
cupboard doors and drawers that sooner or later come into

a youngster’s reach.

* Follow United States
Consumer Product Safety
Commission crib safety
regulations, which include
fixed sides, a firm mattress
and slats that are no more
than 2 3/8 inches apart.

¢ Install UL-listed car-

bon monoxide detectors and
smoke detectors on every
story of the house and check
batteries in detectors fre-
quently.

* Install a temperature
guard on the water heater
and never set it above 120 F.
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J. SWENSON
CONSTRUCTION

Services indude general contracting & concrete construction:

FREE

estimates on

construction

projects of all
sizes!

* Decorative Concrete
* Poured Walls, ICF Walls, Block Laying
* Flatwork - Driveways, Sidewalks, Floors

* New Construction

Call the Business
Solutions Center for
details 800-481-4700.

@ Xcel Energy*

(Residential, Agricultural, Commercial)
* Remodels

Jeremy Swenson ¢ N24410 Lund Coulee, Etirick » 608-386-5611
email: jswenson@jswensonconstruction.com

» Cover all sharp furni-
ture edges and corners with
safety padding or specialty
bumpers.

* Block all open outlets
with outlet covers or safety
plugs.

* Place lockable covers
on the garbage.

* Install stove knob cov-
ers.

» Use latches on any
drawers, toilets, doors, or
cabinets within the child’s
reach.

* Anchor heavy furni-
ture, such as televisions,
bookshelves and dressers, to
the walls.

* Install safety guards on
windows.

* Pull the crib away from
other furniture.

* Use cordless window
blinds.

» Place gates at the top
and bottom of stairs and use
them to prevent access to
rooms that are off limits.

* Store cleaning supplies,
tools and breakable items
out of reach or in a locked

cabinet.

* When the child reaches
35 inches in height or can
climb out of the crib, it’s
time to transition to a tod-
dler bed.

* Choose toy chests or
other furniture with spring-
loaded hinges.

* Do not hang heavy wall
art or shelving over cribs.

e Cover radiators, hot
pipes, etc., with protective
materials.

* Remove flaking paint
and be sure to have paint
tested for lead.

* Inspect the home for
protruding nails, bolts or
other hardware that can
cause injury.

These are some child-
proofing measures parents
can implement to keep kids
safe. Parents can customize
childproofing plans based
on their needs and the de-
signs of their homes. Con-
sult with a pediatrician for
other tips on making a home
safe for young children.

=SvaraNapg N\ "\"rl

e 2 NQY — —— ]
7‘7 ‘\w &C})/l K!TCHr: Q“\ CAB]
SO TN

< . |
é}' (West Salern PLANNGzMOLDINGE) [T
2 . '
=1 "Thinking of redoing your kitchen, bathroom, bar, |/#
&l office or laundry room cabinetry? Look no further!" [§is
ﬁg "West Salem Planing & Molding is your premier ’i
=1 residential cabinetry and countertop shop! ’é
Ul We offer many different cabinet faces, cabinet \,5

hardware, and countertop types! We offer free
estimates and cabinet design. It is our standard
here at WSPM LLC to take pride in every piece
of work we build. You will not be disappointed!
We look forward to hearing from you!
Stop in and see our showroom today!

NV

(KN

7

N

AR

Contact Justin or Jeff Elliott at 608-786-2769 \')\)
N4622 Co Rd M West Salem, WI 54669 iz
N~ AV 4\ S Avimy — V] a.k\\“

FARM WIRING
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GET UP TO $20,000 TO
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DAIRY FARM'S

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
AND UP TO $10,000
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NON-DAIRY FARM.
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Weekly or Bi-Weekly Lawn Service
sLandscaping *Spring/Fall Clean-up
*Tree Trimming *Mulching *Power Washing & More
Call Kris 715-829-4727

SUNSALEA
COnSHUCHomITe

Home Remodeling & Repair
Siding * Windows * Garage/Sheds
Deckse Bathroom Remodeling & More

Travis Sonsalla, Owner * 715-533-0027

BARNESON

Insurance & Associates LLP

Independence 715-985-2213 - Strum 715-695-3136

For all your insurance needs!

HOME ¢ COMMERCIAL * AUTO ¢ FARM * PERSONAL UMBRELLA

Manufacturer of quality
Metal Roofing & Siding
for ALL your building needs:

House Roof « Pole Barn « Free Stall
Chicken Barn « Riding Arena

... and the list goes on.
« 21 Colors to choose from
« 15 Colors to choose in texture
« 40-Year Paint Warranty
« Cut lengths up to 50 feet

Skylights (8-ft. thru 16-ft. available)
Soffit « Cannonball Door Track

Greenview
Metal, LLC

ST
/mmﬂ
All the trim to go with your steel!

We manufacture 3 different profiles:

-AgPanel................... 9-in. Rib
-Low Profile ........... 6-in. Res. Rib
Snaplock ............. 16-in. Panel

...using 29 and 26 gauge steel.
N35198 Co. Rd. S, Blair - 715-538-1325
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Spring cleaning: don’t toss that
‘junk,’ it may be valuable

(StatePoint) It’s time to
hit the garage, basement, at-
tic and closets for that age-
old task of spring cleaning.
Before hauling unwanted
possessions to the curb, you
may be surprised to learn
they might be valuable - es-
pecially if you have sports
cards and memorabilia gath-
ering dust.

With prices of sports
cards rising in recent years,
take time to determine if
yours are valuable and how
to best sell them.

“Older sports cards and
memorabilia aren’t just high-
ly collectible; they can be
worth lots of money. Recent
sales of scarce vintage cards
have topped anywhere from
thousands of dollars to tens
of thousands, even hundreds
of thousands. And really rare
cards can go higher,” says Al
Crisafulli, auction director at
Love of the Game Auctions,
an internet sports auction
house that helps families
identify and sell valuable
items.

Crisafulli has assisted
people in selling such keep-
sakes as a grandparent’s
autograph collection and an
uncle’s childhood baseball
cards, for tens of thousands
of dollars. In one life-chang-
ing event, he helped a family
determine that a baseball bat
that spent decades protecting
their home was used by Hall
of Famer Lou Gehrig - and
Love of the Game Auctions
sold it for almost half a mil-

J&D
Abstract

450 E. Main St.
Arcadia
608-323-7530

See us for all your
'Title Insurance needs

lion dollars. Today, that bat
could bring more than a mil-
lion dollars.

The key is understanding
what makes old sports col-
lectibles valuable. To help,
Crisafulli is sharing some
tips:

Older is usually pricier.
Cards from the 1960s and
earlier are collectible, and
those from before the 1940s
can be worth a lot of money,
especially those depicting
stars. Do you have cards
of Hall of Famers, such as
Mickey Mantle, Babe Ruth,
Honus Wagner or Ty Cobb?
Even non-stars from the
early days of a sport can be
worth big bucks, especially
if the cards have no creases
and retain sharp corners and
original gloss.

If you have very old
cards from the 1880s
through the 1930s, look for
tobacco, gum and candy
brands, such as Old Judge,
Piedmont, Sweet Caporal,
Goudey or American Cara-
mel.

If you want to sell sports
items for the most money,

consider a specialty auction,
such as Love of the Game,
which has the expertise to
properly research sports
ephemera and maintains
bidder lists of collectors spe-
cializing in sports. More in-
formation is available at lo-
veofthegameauctions.com.

Postcards and photo-
graphs: We all have keep-
sakes of vacation destina-
tions, but most aren’t valu-
able. However, photographs
and postcards depicting
sports stars and ballparks
can be significant. Look for
early “real photo” postcards
from the 1900s through the
1940s, which are photo-
graphs printed on postcard
backs.

As with sports cards,
star power matters, so pre-
serve those Babe Ruths as
opposed to images of great
grandma’s baby cousin
once-removed. And when
it comes to photos, look for
old markings on the back,
such as photographer, publi-
cation and date stamps.

Memorabilia: Set aside
old advertising posters de-
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picting sports stars and food,
tobacco or sporting goods
brands. Ads from magazines
aren’t valuable, but those
used as store displays and
for other marketing purposes
can be pricey. Tin signs from
the 1960s and earlier can be
highly prized, but reproduc-
tions aren’t.

Family sporting goods,
such as balls, gloves and
bats, can be valuable. Pre-
1950s uniforms and catch-
er’s masks, helmets and
other equipment are highly
collected, especially when
endorsed by star players.
Top condition brings the
highest prices, but even used
equipment can be valuable.

“The golden rule is the
older the sports card or item,
the more valuable it usually
is. Pre-1975 pieces start to
get interesting and are worth
researching,” says Crisafulli.

Don’t just clean out your
“junk” this spring’ examine
it closely to potentially max-
imize its value.

Shedding some light
on home solar

Consumers shopping
around for home improve-
ment projects may be lean-
ing toward overhauls that
can reduce energy consump-
tion and save them money in
the long run. This is a driv-
ing factor behind a growing
number of homeowners in-
vestigating solar energy for
their residences.

How does solar power
work? Solar power harness-
es the sun’s energy and con-
verts it into electricity that
can be used in homes. Many
people are familiar with
photovoltaics (PV), which
are the panels that absorb
sunlight and create an elec-
tric field across their layers.
Another solar technology,
known as concentrating so-
lar power, is primarily used
in large power plants and is
not appropriate for residen-
tial use, according to Ener-
2y.gov.

According to the Office
of Energy Efficiency and

Renewable Energy, hun-
dreds of thousands of solar
panels have been put in use
across the United States
since 2008.

Costs associated with

solar

The upfront expense of
solar panels is significant,
costing anywhere from
$10,000 to $14,000 for ini-
tial installation. However,
comparatively speaking,
homeowners can spend
$1,500 or more per year
on electricity, so solar pan-
els will pay for themselves
over time. Keep in mind that
costs may vary, depending
on energy needs and how
many panels will be re-
quired to service the system.

How much electricity

can I expect?

The Federal Trade Com-
mission’s Consumer Advice
says the amount of power
generated from a solar ener-
gy system depends on a few
factors: 1. The average

GBEEN[[‘“: IIESII]EN'I'IA[ ° GOMMEBI}IAI . AGIIII}IIITIIBAI GIIEENI,H\F

Trucking,

Construction,
Lime &
Excavating

Transport, LLC

eFlathed eLow Boys
*Reefer eDry Van
*Drop Decks
ePneumatic
eHopper Bottom

DUMP TRUCKS -LIME SPREADERS -BULL DOZERS -LOADERS -BACKHOE -MATERIALHANDLER
EQUIPMENT TRAILERS -SAND HAULING - SNOWPLOWING & SWEEPING -POST HOLE DIGGING
-TRENCHING -BOB CAT -EXCAVATION, BUILDING CONCRETE REMOVAL -PAVING AND MORE...

Blacktop & Asphalt Paving = Sand & Gravel Products
Driveways & Parking Lots
Flat work - curb work

Fill Dirt and Topsoil

Concrete Construction
Sidewalks, Curbs, Gutters

Lime & Excavating
Agricultural Lime & Spreading

number of hours of direct,
unshaded sunlight your
roof gets each year; 2. The
pitch (angle), age and con-
dition of your roof, and the
compass direction it faces;
3. The size and strength of
your system; and 4. Envi-
ronmental factors such as
snow, dust or shade that
may cover the system.
Save even more money

Consumers can con-
tact their utility companies
to find out if they provide
homeowners who produce
solar power with “net me-
tering.” This program pays
the homeowner money
or gives credit for excess
power the system produces
and returns to the electric
grid. Individuals also may
be eligible for energy tax
credits or other benefits.
Homeowners may find it
worthwhile to explore solar
energy, particularly if they
consume a high amount of
electricity.

STICHERT ROOFING

Insist on an Interlox Roof
» LIFETIME ROOFING -
The Last Roof You Will

Ever Need!

715-683-2490

— A NOTCH ABOVE THE REST —

& ﬁu%nm. 715.577.3376

Washed Rock & Filter Rock Basements - Frostwalls Hi-Calcium Lime

Blacktop Sealing Landscaping Materials Flatwork Land Conservation Work .IIISII 715533.2303
Base Fill - Gravel Lawn Irrigation Systems Waterways & Streams Pond Development Z WALAMA R
CALL ORTEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE
Serving G R E E N l E A F « LIMB &TREE REMOVAL
Jackson County For - STORM CLEANUP
Over 35 Years 10+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

“You Call, We Haul” “No Job Too Big or Too Small” - FULLY INSURED

Eric & Kim Lofgren (Co-owners) = 715-662-2315 = PO Box 147 Taylor, WI = www.greenleafoftaylorwi.com
] &3 HD TREE SERVICE
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When shopping for a
home, buyers often try to
envision themselves living
in a given property. Im-
ages of family gatherings
and holidays may instantly
come to mind, but prospec-
tive homeowners also may
begin to envision changes
they would make to a prop-
erty if they were eventually
to call it home.

Changing an existing
structure or building an en-
tirely new home on an emp-
ty plot of land can be excit-
ing. Such changes typically
require excavation, which is

a complicated process that
may be necessary for proj-
ects big or small.

What is excavation? Ex-
cavation is the process of
extracting material from the
ground by digging. Earth,
rock and other materials
may be moved during the
excavation process.

Can  do-it-yourselfers
excavate? Skilled DIYers
(do-it-yourselfers) who
have participated in excava-
tion projects in the past may
be able to handle a project
on their own. However, it’s
important that homeowners
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Why excavation is best left to
the professionals

recognize that excavation is
about more than just digging
in the ground. It’s a compli-
cated process that requires
the use of specialized tools
and equipment. In addition,
a strong understanding of
the land that will be excavat-
ed is required for the project
to be safe and go smoothly.

Why hire an excavation
professional? Even the most
skilled DIYer might be bet-
ter off hiring an excavation
professional than going it
alone. That’s true for a num-
ber of reasons.

Liability: Homeowners

How tree services can
protect your property

Cold weather can take
its toll on a property, es-
pecially in regions of the
world where winters are
harsh. Most parts of the
landscape are vulnerable to
damage from winter storms,
but trees may be especially
susceptible. By the end of
winter, many homeowners
wonder if their trees would
benefit from some profes-
sional TLC.

Tree services provide a
host of services. While fall
is a popular time to remove
trees from a property, doing
so in spring is not unheard
of, especially if trees were
affected by winter storms
and now pose a threat to a
home and the people who
live inside it.

Homeowners consider-
ing tree services can explore
the following ways that
some professional arbor at-
tention can protect them and
their homes.

* Tree services can help
protect a home’s foundation.
Old trees that stretch well
into the sky can be captivat-
ing, but they also can pose
a threat to a home’s founda-
tion. Such trees may have
especially large root zones
that may extend beneath

7 days a week

M3-120-1190

NMLS #409793

walkways and even a home.
In the latter instance, foun-
dations may crack as roots
try to stake their claim to
the ground beneath a home.
A professional tree service
can remove aging trees that
might be beautiful and awe-
inspiring but still pose a
threat to a home and the ar-
eas surrounding it.

» Tree services can im-
prove visibility. Trees that
have aged a bit since their
last trimming might af-
fect the view of a property
from inside a home. Over-
grown branches can com-
promise residents’ ability
to see and experience the
natural beauty just outside
their windows. The average
homeowner may be able to
trim short trees on his or her
own, but if views from the
second floor of a home or
higher have been compro-
mised, it’s much safer to call
a professional tree service.
Such services have the right
tools and experienced per-
sonnel necessary to safely
trim high branches on tall
trees.

* Tree services can
help prevent future dam-
age. Even if trees made it
through a recent winter un-

CENTURY 21

Gold Key Realty, Inc.

g Ben Zawislan

715-323-9837

} /"\C‘* ben@c21goldkey.com

f

i |

700 E. Division St., Neillsville
www.c21goldkey.com

scathed, that’s no guaran-
tee next winter or even the
coming seasons of spring,
summer and fall won’t ulti-
mately prove their undoing.
Travelers Insurance notes
that weather-related roof
damage, including damage
resulting from falling limbs
and branches weighed down
by snow during the winter
months, accounted for more
than half of all Travelers
property loss claims between
2009 and 2016. According
to BNC Insurance and Risk
Advisors, homeowners may
be liable if a tree they knew
posed a threat falls onto a
passertby or a neighbor’s
property and causes damage
or injury. Having all trees
properly trimmed each year,
but especially those that can
fall on your home and your
neighbors’ homes, may pre-
vent future damage and legal
issues.

Tree services can ensure
trees maintain their awe-
inspiring beauty and help
homeowners protect their
homes and their belongings.

NEW CABINETS!

Redo your old Kitchen!
New Construction.

Affordable, custom built to
fit your house. All hardwood
species, stain or clear coat.

608-864-1591

who hire a fully licensed and
insured professional excava-
tion firm can rest easy know-
ing that they will not be re-
sponsible for any damages
or injuries that may occur
during the project.

Permits/requirements:
A professional excavation
firm typically files all the
necessary paperwork for
work permits or can advise
which permits homeown-
ers will need to go forward
with the project. In addition,
professionals will know the
local laws regarding build-
ing and excavation. For ex-
ample, homeowners may be
unfamiliar with the concept
of lateral support, which re-
fers to landowners’ right to
have their land physically
supported in its natural state
by adjoining land and under-
ground structures. This is an
important concept to under-
stand during an excavation
project, and professionals
can advise homeowners if a
project they want to under-
take will violate lateral sup-
port laws.

Experience: Perhaps the
best reason to work with
excavation professionals is
their experience. A lack of
excavation experience can
result in damage to a home-
owner’s property and sur-
rounding properties, which
can prove costly. DIYers
may not know the type of
soil they have on their prop-
erty nor recognize the differ-
ent types of challenges each
type of soil can present dur-
ing an excavation project.
Such knowledge comes with
experience and is often in-
valuable.

Skilled DIYers can tackle
many home improvement
projects on their own. How-
ever, the complex nature
of excavation makes these
types of projects the kind
that are best left to skilled
professionals.

STORAGE
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10x15, 10x20

W14017 Co.Rd. C
Ettrick

608-863-4313
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Safety upgrades for seniors’ homes

Many seniors want to
spend as long as possible
residing in the comforts of
their own homes. Accord-
ing to AARP’s 2021 “Home
and Community Preferences
Survey,” more than three-
quarters of U.S. adults age
50 and older prefer living
at home. But getting older
often comes with certain
deficits that may not make
current living situations the
safest for seniors.

Retirement Living re-
ports that an older person
is treated in an emergency
room for a fall-related injury
nearly once every 10 sec-
onds. Falls cause millions of
injuries and 32,000 deaths a
year, according to the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. Seniors may
be affected by low vision,
mobility limitations, cogni-
tive decline, balance issues

and loss of muscle strength.
Certain adaptations may be
necessary if seniors want
to stay in their homes, par-
ticularly in older homes that
have not recently been reno-
vated.
Change knobs to levers

This is an easy modifica-
tion. Levers are much easier
for individuals with arthritis
or persons who lack dexteri-
ty in their hands. Everything
from doorknobs to faucet
knobs can be replaced with
levers.

Create zero-threshold

entryways

Zero-threshold  entry-
ways, also known as flush
entries, do not require cross-
ing a lip or any raised bar-
rier. They can appear on
doorways and showers and
make it easy for people who
have mobility issues, as
well as those using scooters,

walkers and wheelchairs, to
move about unencumbered.

Clear clutter/move

obstructions

One inexpensive modifi-
cation is to remove extrane-
ous furniture and accesso-
ries. Such a change widens
walking spaces in a room
and accommodates walkers
and wheelchairs. In addi-
tion, furniture can be pushed
to the room’s perimeter to
make moving around easier.
It’s also important to remove
area rugs, as they’re often
tripping hazards.

Install grab rails
and supports

Minimizing falls could
come down to providing
support in key rooms of a
home. Adding grab rails in
the bathroom near the toilet
and in the shower can help
a person use those facilities
without assistance. Install a

grab rail close to seating in
the kitchen to add support.
Consider smart lighting

Motion-activated or
darkness-activated lighting
switches and fixtures can
automatically turn on lights,
thereby improving visibility.
Also, rocker light switches
are easier to maneuver than
standard toggles.

Invest in a stairlift

Single-story homes are
preferable for growing older
gracefully, but many seniors
live in multi-story homes. A
stairlift makes a multi-floor
home more accessible, ac-
cording to Elder, an elder-
care service provider. Stair-
lifts make it easier to tra-
verse staircases and reduce
the risk for falls.

These suggestions are
just a few of the many home
modifications that can help
seniors safely age in place.

How to handle a lengthy renovation

The global pandemic re-
ignited people’s passions for
home renovations, as they
directed dollars that would
normally have been spent
elsewhere into the places
where they were now spend-
ing the most time - their
homes. According to the
10th annual Houzz & Home
survey of more than 70,000
respondents in the United
States, higher-budget proj-
ects cost around $85,000
or more in 2020, compared
with $80,000 in the two
years prior. Kitchen proj-
ects were the most popular
among renovating home-
owners.

Even though many
COVID-19-related restric-
tions have lifted and life has
largely returned to regular
programming, renovations
remain a popular invest-
ment. Homeowners em-
barking on home renovation
projects understand that a
certain measure of upheaval

is to be expected, but some
may not fully anticipate the
impact that renovations have
on daily life. The following
are some tips for making it
through a lengthy renova-
tion.

Discuss the timeline
with contractors. It may
be easier to make a plan for
how much life will be dis-
rupted if you have an idea
of how long the renovation
will be (if everything goes
according to plan). Sit down
with contractors and have
them spell out the minutiae
of the project so you’ll be
able to anticipate what’s go-
ing on day-to-day.

Start at the right time.
Some contractors may say
they can fit your project into
their schedules in between
other jobs. While this may
seem convenient and time-
ly, your work may be put
on hold if there are delays
with the other job or jobs.
Instead, it may be better to
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888-525-5878
Independence

hold off until the contractors
can devote the bulk of their
attention to your renovation.

Recreate commonly
used spaces elsewhere. A
kitchen or a bathroom re-
model often requires giv-
ing up spaces that are used
throughout a typical day.
Unless you have a spare full
bathroom or kitchen, you’ll
need to make due. Set a mi-
crowave, tabletop electric
burner and a coffee pot on
a folding table in the garage
or utility room. Rent or pur-
chase a small refrigerator
where you can store a few
necessities. Ask your con-
tractor to set up a makeshift
outdoor shower so you have
a place to get clean when the
bathroom is under construc-
tion.

Pack up and cover.
Remodeling one room may
cause a trickle-down ef-
fect on other areas. Dust
from drywall sanding can
infiltrate many rooms in

the home. Pack and label
boxes with items not im-
mediately needed and store
them in another area. Cover
most things so a film of dust
won’t form on them.

Adjust your schedule.
Sleeping in will be a thing
of the past for the duration
of the renovation, as may be
working from a home office.
Try to get out of the work
zone as much as possible
for new scenery and respites
from the noises and smells.

Ease up on cleaning
standards. It’s challenging
to keep a home clean during
a renovation. Relax stan-
dards and expect a mess for
some time. Explain to guests
what they’ll find if they drop
by.

Renovations can disrupt
life, but often are well worth
the sacrifices homeown-
ers must make to see them
through to completion.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
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According to the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics,
energy prices rose by 41.6
percent in the 12-month
period that ended in June
2022, marking the highest
12-month increase since
April 1980.

The significant spike in
energy costs is somewhat
misleading, as the BLS con-
siders motor fuel prices,
which rose more than 60
percent in the 12-month pe-
riod ending in June 2022,
part of the energy category.
However, during that same
period, electricity prices
rose by nearly 14 percent
while natural gas prices in-

creased by 38 percent. Both
of those increases were
more significant than the
more publicized rise in food
prices, which rose by right
around 10 percent.

Families need to eat, and
many professionals now
must return to in-person
work after years of pandem-
ic-related remote working,
which means they must con-
front higher fuel costs. That
leaves little room to save
money in those areas. How-
ever, there are ways for fam-
ilies to reduce home energy
costs without adversely af-
fecting their quality of life.

Run appliances during

Home Improvement Guide

Tricks to trim your utility bill

off-peak hours. According
to the United States De-
partment of Energy and the
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, the best time
to use appliances in a home
is when overall electricity
use is low. Though this time
changes depending on the
season and can vary based
on geography, the DOE and
the EPA both note that after
9 p.m. and before 9 a.m. are
generally the off-peak hours
in most areas.

Strategically use your
shades and blinds. The en-
ergy providers at ConEd es-
timate that about 40 percent
of unwanted heat comes

Tips for a budget-friendly home

Home interiors can be
spruced up in a number of
ways. Ideas run the gamut
from relatively inexpen-
sive changes in paint color
to more extensive (and ex-
pensive) remodels that may
include demolition and re-
construction. Investing in
new home decor is another
way to breathe new life into
spaces, and this approach
that falls somewhere in the
middle in regard to cost.

Material and product
costs remain high across the
board, so individuals inter-
ested in changing the fur-
niture and other design ele-
ments in their homes might
be seeking ways to do so
in the most affordable way
possible. In such instances,
homeowners can try these
budget-friendly ways to
overhaul their home decor.

Create the illusion of
more space. Light, bright
and white are key attributes
to remember when selecting
design elements for rooms
where you want to create the

illusion of more square foot-
age. Painting the walls in
very light colors, increasing
natural and artificial light,
including using well-placed
mirrors to reflect light, and
decorating with light-col-
ored fabrics can help a space
seem more roomy.

Replace the accessories.
Replacing curtains, area
rugs, throw pillows and
chair cushions is an easy
way to change a room with-
out a big investment. Con-
sider updating some wall art
and tying color schemes to-
gether with all of the newly
introduced elements.

Splurge on statement
pieces that will be used fre-
quently. These may include
chandeliers, unique rugs or
an eye-catching piece of fur-
niture.

Shop “discount” stores
for furniture and accents.
Traditional design centers
can be great places to find
plenty of high-quality mer-
chandise. However, don’t
overlook local discount or

close-out centers that may
have items at very reason-
able costs. Stores like Home
Goods, At Home and Big
Lots routinely get new
merchandise that changes
with the season, helping
homeowners to refresh their
spaces without having to
dig deep into their pockets.
Shop the high-end stores
for inspiration, then try to
find “dupes” in the discount
stores that will mimic the
looks for less.

Cut out the clutter. Mod-
ern homes are lean and
clean. A home’s interior
instantly looks more high-
end and appealing when the
clutter is removed. Consider
keeping main living areas
free from too many knick-
knacks and other accents. If
you want to display a special
collection, set aside a room
specifically for such items.

There are many budget-
friendly ways to make inte-
rior spaces more inviting.

through windows. Strategic
use of curtains, shades and
blinds can keep heat out
on hot days, thus allowing
homeowners to turn the ther-
mostat up on their air con-
ditioning units in summer.
Opening curtains, blinds and
shades on winter mornings
and afternoons will allow
more sunlight in, allowing
homeowners to control heat-
ing costs more effectively.

Reorganize your refriger-
ator. There are plenty of con-
tradictory strategies regard-
ing how best to store foods
in a refrigerator so the unit
consumes as little energy as
possible while still keeping
foods fresh and chilled. But
various energy providers, in-
cluding ConEd, recommend
that consumers avoid pack-
ing a fridge too tightly. By
allowing cold air to circu-
late within the refrigerator,
the refrigerator won’t need
to work as hard, and thus
consume as much energy, to
keep foods cool. It’s impor-
tant to note that the oppo-
site should govern how the
freezer is packed. Packing
frozen items tightly in the
freezer will help the refrig-
erator work a little less hard.

Turn off the lights. Esti-
mates from the U.S. Energy
Information Administration
indicate that electricity for
lighting accounts for around
10 percent of electricity con-
sumption in homes. A con-
certed effort to turn off lights
in rooms that aren’t being
used can help consumers
save money.

Rising utility bills are
compelling millions of peo-
ple to seek ways to trim their
energy consumption. Thank-
fully, there are many ways
to do that without upsetting
daily routines.
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Quick and easy kitchen updates

Kitchens are often de-
scribed as the busiest rooms
in a home. Kitchens are
where meals are prepared
and tend to be go-to gath-
ering spots on holiday get-
togethers and during other

events when homeowners
host family and friends.
With so much time spent
in the kitchen, it’s easy to
see how homeowners might
grow a little bored by these
rooms. The cost of a kitchen

One-day projects to
transform your home

(StatePoint) Want to
give your home a fresh look
but don’t have a lot of time
to spend? Check out these
home projects that can be
completed in just one day.

Refresh the wall paint

If there’s one area in
desperate need of a refresh,
painting is a great place to
start. With the right planning
(and an early start), you can
easily paint a room in a day.
Purchase the materials you
need, including primer, the
paint color of your choice,
brushes and rollers and a
high-quality painter’s tape
like FrogTape Multi-Surface
painter’s tape. Made with
PaintBlock Technology,
FrogTape ensures crisp and
professional paint lines, so
there will be no time wasted
on touch-ups.

Once you have your sup-
plies, tape the walls, apply
primer and paint away.

Enhance the entryway

Your entryway should
give your guests a warm
welcome. A few simple so-
lutions for sprucing up this
area are organizing shoes,
hanging up coats and add-
ing a pop of color by laying
a rug at the door. If you have
the space, time and budget,
you could consider larger
improvements such as add-
ing a bench, shoe storage or

a coat rack. Complete the
look by adding decorative
pillows to the bench or add-
ing frames to the wall.

Replace bathroom

accessories

One way to make a space
look more contemporary is
to update the hardware and
fixtures. This works par-
ticularly well in bathrooms
where showerheads, fau-
cets, towel bars and cabinet
handles can be swapped
out for matching, on-trend
matte black or gold finishes.
Other small, easily replaced
items include shower cur-
tains, towels, bathmats, soap
dispensers and toothbrush
holders.

Organize cabinets,
drawers and shelves
Once the hardware has

been replaced on cabinets
and drawers, open them up
and get things in order. Start
by going through what you
have and deciding what can
be eliminated. Clearing out
clutter is particularly impor-
tant for open shelves that are
visible in the room. Once
you’ve decided on what to
keep, replace items in an or-
ganized manner so they’re
easy to find going forward.
Sorting out these small spac-
es can help keep things run-
ning smoothly.

remodel won’t be cheap, as
the home improvement re-
source, Angi.com, notes, the
typical cost of such a project
in the United States is be-
tween $13,000 and $38,000.
Angi.com estimates even
indicate that a high-end re-
model could cost homeown-
ers as much as $61,000. The
good news is there are many
quick and easy, not to men-
tion less expensive, ways to
give a kitchen a new look.

Repaint and restyle the
cabinets. Cabinet space
is an undeniably precious
commodity in a kitchen, es-
pecially as more and more
homeowners embrace their
inner chef and cook more
complicated meals at home.
After all, the more expansive
a home chef’s culinary rep-
ertoire, the more space that
person needs to store all the
tools of the cooking trade. A
full cabinet replacement is
unnecessary if the cabinets
are still functional and not
overcrowded, so repainting
them can be a great way to
give the kitchen a new look
while keeping costs reason-
able. During the painting
project, homeowners can in-
stall new cabinet knobs and/
or drawer pulls to freshen up
the style of the cabinets even
further.

Install  under-cabinet
lighting. Another inexpen-
sive way to give a kitchen a
new look is to install under-
cabinet lighting. Under-cab-
inet lighting serves both an
aesthetic and practical pur-
pose. From a purely aesthet-
ic standpoint, under-cabinet
lighting can make a kitchen
feel warmer and keep the
kitchen illuminated when
meals aren’t being prepared
and homeowners don’t want
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to have their overhead lights
on but still want to be able to
navigate the kitchen safely.
During meal prep, under-
cabinet lighting can illumi-
nate counters so it’s easier
to chop, peel and perform
other prep tasks.

Replace existing back-
splash. Replacing back-
splash is another simple,
inexpensive and effective
way to give a kitchen a new
feel. Homeowners can opt
for something neutral that
won’t upset their existing
decor or go with a more
bold backsplash that imme-
diately draws the attention
of anyone who enters the
room. This simple job can
be done by the average do-
it-yourselfer, and the cost of
new backsplash won’t break
the bank.

Replace existing seat-
ing. Whether you have an
island countertop with bar
stools or a breakfast nook
with cushioned seats, re-
placing the seating is a
budget-friendly job that can
create a new look when en-
tering the room. Countertop
bar stools come in many
styles, so giving this area of
the kitchen a new feel can
be as simple as shifting from
classic high-back stools to
more modern swivel stools
with a chrome base. For the
breakfast nook, replacing a
light-colored bench cushion
with a bolder alternative can
instantly transform the look
of the space.

Kitchen remodels can
break the bank. But there’s
a host of budget-friendly
ways for cost-conscious
homeowners to revitalize
these popular spaces in their
homes.

CLIMATL SR80
/WFAAULHORITY

LCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SPRAY FUAM INSULATION

715-937-4252

- Closed cell spray foam

- Attics, crawl spaces, basements,
HVAG ducts, workshops, storage
sheds, hunting blinds and more

608-323-3241 - ARCADIA

_ Did you know we sell —
- Ruud®Furnaces and RUUD
Air Conditioners? |r—ggy

With A “Green” Ground Source
Energy System?

* New Construction

* Replacements

Please Contact Us Today
For A FREE Estimate!

% N - lENN UX #7126 W. Main St., Hixton, WI

SAMPSON

715-963-2921

Mon.-Fri. 8 to 4:30

N Sales and Service Since 1959
HEATING &

AIR CONDITIONING, inc.

www.sampsonheating.com

NEW-USED-REPAIRS-ALL BRANDS
715-835-8663
Badger State Enterprises, Inc.

1575 S. Prairie View Road
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729

Mon.—Fri., 9:30—4:30; Sat., 10-1
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New tax credits increase appeal of
heat pumps for homeowners

(StatePoint) More and
more people are turning to
heat pumps to heat and cool
their homes. It is estimated
that 18 million American
households  already  use
them. With new energy in-
centives being offered, and
more homeowners choosing
greener technologies, that
number is expected to rise
dramatically.

What is a heat pump?

Heat pumps are powered
by electricity and transfer
heat using refrigerant. Heat
pump technology moves
heat outside your home in
warmer months and is able
to pull heat into your home
during cooler months. Here
are three reasons to consider
one for your home:

1. Sustainability. Heat
pumps are electric and don’t
burn fossil fuels like fur-
naces do, making them more
environmentally  friendly.
In fact, heat pumps are be-
coming the heating, venti-
lation and air conditioning
(HVAC) industry go-to for
reducing consumers’ carbon
footprints.

2. Control. Newer two-
stage and variable speed heat
pumps offer high- and low-
stage heating to warm your
space when outdoor weather
changes; they operate more
efficiently for longer peri-
ods of time at lower speeds
and use less energy. They
provide more precise tem-
perature controls and more
consistent comfort. Both op-
tions contribute to managing
humidity levels too.

3. Technology. Heat
pumps today are more ad-
vanced than ever and handle
both heating and cooling by
redistributing air. Carrier’s
Infinity 24 Heat Pump with
Greenspeed Intelligence op-

erates at temperatures down
to -15 degrees Fahrenheit,
making heat pumps an ad-
vanced solution for mild
and colder climates. Does
your region get colder than
that? Heat pumps can be
combined with a gas furnace
for a dual fuel system that is
energy efficient and cost ef-
fective. Looking ahead, heat
pumps that work in colder
temperature are in develop-
ment and will be available
soon.
Get the right size
There are several factors
that go into picking your
ideal heat pump. The size
of your home, climate, sun
exposure, desired features
and ductwork all play into
the size of heat pump. An
undersized unit will work
overtime to hit target tem-
peratures. A unit that is too
large will achieve the desired
temperature before its cycle
is complete and waste en-
ergy. It is best to work with a
professional dealer in choos-
ing the heat pump that is best
for your home.
Money-saving tips
Heat pumps, includ-
ing installation, can range
anywhere from $3,000 to
$15,000 or more. Thankful-
ly, there are many cost-sav-
ing options for homeowners.
The Inflation Reduction
Act of 2022 includes fed-
eral tax credits that reward
homeowners for purchas-
ing certain high-efficiency
HVAC equipment, includ-
ing many of Carrier’s line of
heat pumps. Up to $8,000 in
tax credits are available for
all-electric heat pumps.
Lower energy consump-
tion means energy bill sav-
ings, up to $500 on energy
bills every year in some cas-
es. Look for Energy Star cer-

THE LAST FURNACE & AIR CONDITIONER

YOU'LL EVER HAVE TO BUY.

WANT SOMETHING THAT REALLY LASTS?
Get an Amana® brand 96% Variable-Speed Furnace and
Ultron® 16 Air Conditioner for your home.

SERVICES WE PROVIDE:

We are so confident about their lasting power if the patented stainless
steel heat exchanger, recuperative coil, or compressor ever fails on you
we will replace the entire unit for free as long as you own it.

Plumbing - New Construction - Remodels
Light Commercial « Service Work « Septic Systems
Heating « Boilers  Air Conditioning « In-Floor Heat

Water Heaters « Wells « Pumps « Pressure Systems
¢ nspec Akwane

Real Estate Well & Septic Inspections
“One Call We Do It All”

“Z}, Glou Pebke

’Q PLUMBING, HEATING & WELL DRILLING Inc.

835 Riverside, Mondovi
715-926-3848 | 608-323-7909 | 888-749-9856
www.pelkeglen.com - glenpelke@ntec.net

LASTS AND LASTS AND LASTS.

tification and Seasonal Ener-
gy Efficiency Ratio (SEER)
ratings. The SEER rating is
like your car’s mileage per
gallon — the higher the num-
ber, the greater the potential
for savings.

Many manufacturers and
utility companies also offer

rebates and low-rate financ-
ing.

Beyond the basics, to-
day’s heat pumps offer new
comfort-enhancing, energy-
saving features that could
help you reduce your heating
costs.

How to be a nurturing
plant parent in 3 easy steps

(StatePoint) Plants add
color, life and vibrancy to
your home’s indoor and out-
door spaces and can even
improve indoor air quality.
However, if you are new to
plant ownership, you may
be wondering how to make
your foliage thrive. Here’s
are three tips for healthier
plants:

Make a move: Many
plants that do well outdoors
in the warmer months can’t
tolerate the cold. So don’t
wait for subfreezing tem-
peratures to bring planters
indoors for the season. Be
sure to give your newly-
transported plants the right
amount of light. This may
require using special grow
lights. Keep in mind, though,
that different types of plants
thrive better with different
color spectrums and intensi-
ties, so group plants under
the right lights accordingly.
If your indoor air is dry in
winter, you may find that
misting the leaves of your
warm climate and tropi-
cal plants will help provide
needed humidity.

Prevent pests: Unfortu-
nately, keeping houseplants
often attracts insects that can
harm them and bug you. But
there are steps you can take
to prevent a pest problem in
your home. One important
thing you can do is to be

sure you are not overwater-
ing plants. Too much water
in effect drowns plants. It
can also create standing wa-
ter that becomes a breeding
ground for flying insects.
You can also provide round-
the-clock protection from
fruit flies, gnats and flies
by plugging a Zevo Flying
Insect Trap into a regular
outlet near your plants and
wherever flying insects enter
your home or gather. Rather
than chemical insecticides,
the traps use multi-spectrum
light technology to attract
flying bugs into a discreet
glue sheet cartridge. When
the cartridge is full, replace
it and toss the used one with-
out ever having to touch a
dead bug. To learn more,
visit zevoinsect.com.

Know your lifestyle and
limitations: There are many
plant species that while
beautiful, don’t require
much care. So, if you’re
new to owning plants, con-
sider starting out with lower-
maintenance options, such as
succulents or snake plants.
Because these plants don’t
need much water, they are
also great options for those
who travel frequently or
those who are simply forget-
ful. Have furry friends? Al-
ways check whether a given
plant is toxic to pets before
bringing one home.

How much is your
home really
worth?

@ RE/MAX RESULTS

Call for a FREE

property value analysis!

The Sheryl Reedy Team—RE/MAX Results

Sheryl Reedy—(608)-780-7653

Callie Dornguast—

Sher

(608)-792-4733

herylreedy.com | wiww sherylreedy com

16859 S 1st 5t Galesville, WI 54630

Halverson

MP# 249851

180 Gebhardt Rd.
Black River Falls, WI 54615

Residential
New - Remodeling - Repairs

Plumbing

« Commercial

“If Water Runs Through It..We Do It!”

- Water Lateral

+ Septic Systems
* Well & Pump Service - Water Conditioning
* Fixtures & Supplies * Real Estate Evaluations

Tankless
Heaters

e Smith.

www.halversonplumbing.com

715-284-2556
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" CLEANING &

Q E‘RESTORATION

* Fire * Smoke
* Emergency Water Removal

QUALITY
SERVICES
REMODELING

, Carpentry,
Bathroom &
Kitchen Remodels,
Tile Work & More!
715-333-2069 Office
847-456-7452 Cell

Paintin

* Air Ducts e Carpet
* Tile ¢ Upholstery
* Janitorial

715-743-4448

www.JKclean.com

Owen Berg
More than 28 ye I BERKSHIRE
= = an 28 years of rea HATHAWAY
) T estate experience and service. HomeServices
" North Properties

Cell: 608-864-0601
Email: oberg@bhhsnorthproperties.com

www.bhhsnorthproperties.com

Serving Trempealeau, Jackson & Buffalo Counties

Buying or Selling? Your satisfaction
and happiness will be my first priority!
Call me today!

Tammy G. Simmons, Realtor®
Blair, WI 54615 * License #88377-94

REMBX

RE/MAX Affiliates
Cell: 715-299-6992

Facebook:Tammy G. Simmons-Realtor
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Cowsnmo
Compost

Composted cow manure for sale.
Meets organic standards.

Sold by bulk or bag

You pick up or we deliver.

Great for gardens, flower beds & lawns. Use as a mulch
or incorporate in the soil. Looks and smells like ground!
ALSO: ORGANIC COMPOST-BASED
SUSTAINABLE POTTING MIX.

COCHRANE
$1843 Co.Rd. U
Open 7 days a week ¢ 5am-5pm

608-626-2571

MANY SATISFIED
CUSTOMERS!

www.cowsmocompost.com

Start Your Year

Sharpening Services:

Knives

Scissors

Mower Blades
Saw Blades
Chainsaw Blades

B/1Services - 119-933-71072

13918 5th St., Osseo - Just off Highway 53 on 5th!
Open: 6pm-9pm nightly; 1pm-6pm Saturdays

Your source for Small Engine Parts:

Kohler

Briggs & Stratton We stock
Tecumseh replacement
Kawasaki mower blades!
Honda
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Warm weather means
more time to relax outdoors.
For those homeowners lucky
enough to have entertaining
spaces outside, spring and
summer provides plenty of
opportunities to enjoy fresh
air under the sun or stars.

Over the last few years,
families have become es-
pecially familiar with what
works about their yards
and where there is room for

improvement.  Pandemic-
related travel restrictions
and early stay-at-home

mandates resulted in plenty
of time spent in backyards
on staycations. Even though
many such restrictions have
been lifted, homeowners
may have seen the benefits
of having functional respites
right outside their doors.

A backyard renovation
can cost anywhere from
$5,000 to $50,000. The
American Society of Land-
scape Architects suggests
homeowners budget the
cost of a major landscaping
project at between 5 and 10
percent of their home’s val-
ue. Large or small, here are
ways to make an outdoor oa-

sis at home.

Create living privacy.
Living in close proxim-
ity to neighbors may make
privacy harder to come
by. Wood or vinyl fences,
however effective, may not
provide the all-natural look
many people desire. Verti-
cal gardening, which trains
easy-care vines, like Eng-
lish ivy, Clematis or various
climbing roses, to grow on
trellis or fencing adds green-
ery and privacy. Hedges and
fast-growing shrubs also can
be used for natural barriers.

Install a pool. Pools are
the ultimate spots to cool off
on hot days. An claborately
shaped inground pool can
blend in with the landscape
and offer the ultimate hang-
out zone. However, above-
ground pools also serve
the purpose and are more
budget-friendly. Stock tank
pools are popular among
those who want minimal
pool expenditure or have
small spaces to work with.
Stock tanks are metal ves-
sels traditionally used as
watering holes for livestock.
They also can be “adult kid-

Home Improvement Guide

Turn your yard into a vacation-worthy oasis

die pools” when combined
with some plumbing. Gal-
vanized steel frames make
them sturdy. With floats and
other accessories, they can
become the perfect oasis.

Provide outdoor atmo-
sphere. Create a bespoke
bistro vibe by using free-
standing planters and posts
along with hanging lights
to make an intimate out-
door hangout spot at night.
For those with permanent
structures, like a deck or a
gazebo, lights can be strung
across the area or on railings
or edging.

Extend the living space.
Decks and patios can help
make outdoor entertaining
areas more comfortable by
eliminating the need to sit
on the grass or gravel. Plus,
they add another “room” to
the home. When paired with
weatherproof patio furni-
ture, such as sofas, loungers
and tables, a private seating
area can be crafted and uti-
lized for any number of en-
tertaining desires.

Hang a hammock. Few
things evoke feelings of re-
laxation better than a ham-
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Homeowners see the benefits of having functional respites right outside their doors. For
those with permanent structures, like a deck or a gazebo, lights can be strung across the
area or on railings or edging.

Contributed photo

mock. Fitted between two
trees (or two posts if trees
are sparse), a hammock is
an ideal place to grab a nap

or read a book.

Additional oasis-in-
spired ideas include out-
door Kkitchens, lightng up

lanterns, cascading water
features and bird feeders to
attract the sounds of nature.

Combining fun with function: easy home office updates

(StatePoint)  Brighten-
ing up your home office can
bring a sense of fresh en-
ergy to your workspace, but
making changes can seem
overwhelming if you’re not
sure where to begin. Fam-
ily organizing expert Jessica
Litman, also known as “The
Organized Mama,” shares
her pro tips to creatively up-
date your home office with-
out stress.

Unique storage options

Large plastic tubs can
offer practical storage solu-
tions, but for a more stylish

woven baskets or colored
boxes instead. “Regular tubs
can be a quick way to orga-
nize,” Litman offers. “But
if you’re looking to create a
chic appearance, try storing
your files in a wire-framed
basket for texture or col-
lapsible storage cube for a
cool burst of color.”

Label the baskets to keep
things organized. Make
bright, removable labels
with multipurpose Duck
Masking Color Masking
Tape, so finding office sup-
plies is a breeze.

Add nature-inspired
hues to your office with a
houseplant, either fake or
real. Faux plants require no
maintenance at all (which
removes a task from the
to-do list) and can brighten
a workspace to bring some
color to a room. Real plants
provide the added benefit of
clarifying the air and can be
tailored to the environment
of your office, whether you
have a sunny window or a
more shaded space.

Litman adds, “Plants
have been proven to reduce

those winter months! Add-
ing a fresh, easy-to-care-for
plant is a great way to help
boost morale on long work-
from-home days.”
Case closed

Create a tablet or laptop
case that’s completely cus-
tomized to you. “So many
people like to personalize
phone cases or bags,” Lit-
man offers. “But creating
laptop or tablet cases with
colorful, printed Duck Tape
can add personality and vi-
brance to office equipment.”

Duck Tape brand prints

in a huge variety of colors
and patterns to craft almost
anything you can imagine.
Shifting schedules
Schedules are a part of
everyone’s life, but that
doesn’t mean getting your
calendar organized has to be
a chore. Use acrylic or dry
erase boards, poster boards
or cork as a blank slate to
customize into a weekly
or monthly chart. Adding
items with colored mark-
ers or tape can be a way to
stay ahead of due dates and
meetings, as well as high-

or contacts.
Pens and pencils down

Who says students get
to have all the fun? Jazz up
your desk décor with some
pencil cups, a stapler or
sticky note holder to keep
office supplies organized
and fabulous. There are no
rules when it comes to how
artistic you can get — make
your home office as unique
as you.

look, change things up with Power of plants stress, especially during are fun, trendy and available light important assignments
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v Septic Inspections & Services

Tree Trimming & Removal « Aerial Bucket 60 Plus Feet
+ Brush & Stump Removal « Brush Mowing
+ Bobcat Work « Land Clearing & Leveling
- Landscaping - Lawn Maintenance
+ Snow Removal - Firewood « Excavating

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE « FREE ESTIMATES

Bob Carpenter ~ Over 25 Years Experience ~ Fully Insured

Black River Falls 715-284-3466

v Grease Trap Pumping
v RV Pumping & Private Portable

Pumping Services
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608'525'4225 www.septicpumpingwi.com

NNE

Timber & Land, LLC
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DEERESEASON SR than 800 NEW lawn tractors and zero-turns in stock now!

Save $200 on in-stock like-model 2022 Premium Riding Lawn Equipment!

NEW In stock lawn tractors
starting at $2,599, and

2022 2022 2022 zero-turns starting at $3,099
$200 OFF! $200 OFF! $200 OFF!
4.9% APR fixed rate
for 60 months?

OR No Interest if Paid in Full within
9 Months® on new X300 & X500
Select Series Lawn Tractors.

sale $3,599 w/42” deck sale $5,299 w/48” deck sale $3,099

X330 Select Series Lawn Tractor (2022) X380 Select Series Lawn Tractor (2022) Z335E ZTrak™ Zero-turn Mower (2022)

- 22 hp V-twin Cyclonic engine - 23 hp Kawasaki V-twin engine - 20 hp V-twin engine ﬁgld 2$%%rsv{fﬁ_ia‘ﬁg‘:‘éeer:gg'f:r
- 42-in. Accel Deep™ mower deck - 48 or 54-in. Accel Deep™ mower deck * 42-in. Accel Deep™ mower deck ext)énded powertrain warranty!

- Twin Touch foot pedal controls -18-in. Cut & Sewn high back seat - Hydro-gear transmission

- 4-Year/300-hr. Bumper-to-bumper warranty' - 4-Year/300-hr. Bumper-to-bumper warranty' - 2-Year/120-hr. Bumper-to-bumper warranty'

— ' os Riding Lawn Tractor & Gator Utilty Vehicle Attachments & Accessories
@SA\/E . / ] 5 A) : 4 For complete details on this offer

Carts | Material Collection Systems | Lights | MulchControl™ | Bumpers | Brush Guards
seamcsacesevent OF F Sun Canopies | Winches | Roofs | Power Lift Kits | Storage | Windshields | Protection
Through 5/31/23 Hood Racks | Hitches | Windshields | Floor Mats | ...and more!

and more seasonal parts specials,
visit TractorCentral.com/Parts

Sma” Tl'aCtOI’S + Big OptionS —_ BIG Impact! f'eX Tractor Central includes a 10-Year Limited Powertrain

Warranty with new 1-4 Series Compact Tractors!*

10 Year Extended Warranty

0 (y APR fixed rate
O for 48 months?

or cash offer of $500 off!

2022 1025R Tractor, Loader, & Mower Deck: $21,999 1023E Compact Tractor: $14,041 3025E Tractor, Loader & Forks: $26,299

- 239hp, 3-cylinder diesel engine * 22.4hp, 3-cylinder diesel engine - 25 hp 3-Cylinder diesel engine

* 4-Wheel Drive, Power steering Save ovel ~ * 4-Wheel Drive & Power steering - 4WD & Power Steering

- 120R Quick-park Loader connects and detaches tool-free! 000‘-  Twin Touch foot controls * 2-Stage hydrostatic transmission

-S4-in. Autoconnect Drive-over mower deck s‘; - Hydrostatic transmission - Factory installed loader & bucket Ocy APR fixed rate

- 6-yr/2000 hr. Powertrain warranty' - 6-yr/2,000 hr. Powertrain warranty' - APTIF Pallet Forks O for 48 months?
- 6-yr/2,000 hr. Powertrain warranty' or cash offer of $1,500 off!

Ask about our rental return 4M series compact utility tractors - Really low hours, really big savings!

Order your 2023 Gator™ by March 31 & Save $500! Commercial Mowing Offers
Be READY for Spring!

No Payments/No Interest until January 2024
(followed by 3.9% APR® for 48 months,)
or 2.9% APR® for 60 months on all
7900 series ZTrak™ mowers, QuikTraks,
Front Mounts, and Wide area mowers

Order your Gator Utility Vehicle just the way
you want, and we’'ll take $500 off the top!
Learn more about all the options at
TractorCentral.com/Gator

We want your Gator!
Trade values are at an all time high, so ask your
sales consultant for an evaluation of your equipment.

‘“—\ Work with an established & growing dealership, support some of Wisconsin’s most vital industries, expand
.)0 your skills with John Deere’s industry-leading training, and build your career with Tractor Central.

0\»\‘ | We are seeking candidstes for: Equipment Sales - Parts Sales - Service Technicians

SN/ 3 EOE
A \ 1\, = /W”’C Team See all current openings, full position details, benefit information, and apply online!

= Visit TractorCentral.com and click on [CAREERS]

Offers valid on qualifying equipment purchased by March 31, 2023. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. 2022 Models limited to dealer stock. 'Warranty based on years or hours used,
whichever comes first. 2Financing subject to approved installment credit by John Deere Financial, f.s.b. . 2Down payment may be required, average down payment is 25% $134 payment option
based on sale price of $14,041, with $3,510 down payment or trade-in, followed by 84 months at 19% APR. “ For residential use only. *No down payment required. Interest will be charged to your
account from the purchase date at 1790% APR if the purchase balance is not paid in full within 9 months or if your account is otherwise in default.

TRACTOR
TractorCentral.com JOHN DEERE ‘ﬁ CENTRAL®

ARCADIA 608-323-3363 - CHIPPEWA FALLS 715-723-8400 - GRANTON 715-238-7186 - MONDOVI 715-926-3891 - WESTBY 608-634-3141
CAMERON 715-234-4240 - DURAND 715-672-8915 - MENOMONIE 715-235-4203 - SHELDON 715-452-5195 - WEST SALEM 608-786-1360
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