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Daxtyn Parker, 15,  of Neillsville harvested this nine-point buck in 
Jackson County during this year’s youth hunt.

Hunters Hunters GuideGuide

Tucker Peterson shot this turkey at 
his home near Shamrock.

Brett Massman got his first buck, which was an 
eight-pointer, that was harvested on his family 

farm south of Alma Center. 



W5101 Maple Rd., Neillsville, WI • Cell 715-937-1482
1 mile South of Neillsville on Hwy. 73, East on Maple 1-1/2 miles

Free Caping Service
& Antler Scoring

Included w/All Mounts!

             A local 
name you can trust~
Brian Kunze, owner, 
treats your trophy as 
if it were his own.  

Outstanding 
quality, results 
you can rely on 
from an award

winning taxidermist!

Badgerland Taxidermy

Specializing In: 
• Shoulder Mounts • Rugs 
• Life Size Mammals • Fish

badgerlandtaxidermyshop.com

Attention!

Have a Safe and
Successful Hunting Season!

Search our website for your next hunting property!
www.clearviewrealty.comBlack River Falls WI 54615

715-284-8439
Hatfield, WI 54754

715-333-8439
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Submitted photo
Cooper Smith shot his first buck with a bow. This13-pointer with a 20 1/4 inch spread, 
was harvested in Big Slough where his Grandpa Fred Staff grew up. Pictured below be-
hind Cooper  is (l-r) Bryan Staff, Randy Staff, Luke Erickson and Alton Staff.

Submitted photo
Three generations  of Gearing men, Dan, Ethan and Dillon found sheds on the same day 
in Merrillan in the fall of 2025.

Venison Meatball 
Sliders

Makes 14-16 sliders

1 pound venison meat
1/2 pound pork shoulder
2 eggs
1 shallot, minced
4 cloves garlic, minced
6 Tbsp grated Parmesan 
cheese
1/2	 cup panko bread 
crumbs
1 Tbsp plus 11/2 teaspoons 
Dijon mustard
1 Tbsp chopped fresh pars-
ley
1 Tbsp chopped fresh basil
1 1/2 tsp chopped fresh 
ore-gano
1/2 tsp ground black pepper
1 tsp kosher salt
14 to 16 mini buns or rolls
	 Grated mozzarella cheese 
for garnish
Clean the venison very 
well, removing all fat and 
silver skin, then cut into 
large chunks. Cut the pork 

shoulder into large chunks 
as well. Toss all ingredients 
together (except for the 
rolls and cheese garnish) 
in a large mixing bowl and 
combine well. Grind all 
ingredients together through 
the smallest plate on your 
grinder. Mix well, then test 
one meatball for seasonings 
by quickly sauteing a small 
portion in a pan and tasting 
it; adjust the seasonings if 
necessary. Form the mixture 
into golf ball-size meat-
balls by rolling between 
your hands. Deep-fry the 
meat-balls for 1 minute in 
350-degree oil; then remove 
and let the meatballs drain.
Place the meatballs gently 
in the simmering marinara 
sauce (see recipe below); 
simmer for 15-20 minutes, 
until cooked through. Serve 
on mini buns or small rolls 
with an extra spoonful of 
marinara sauce for each 
one. Add a touch of grated 

mozzarella cheese to the top 
of each meatball, if desired.

Marinara Sauce
Makes 5 cups
1 yellow onion, chopped
3 cloves garlic, minced
2 ribs celery, chopped
3 Tbsp cup dry red wine
4 cups canned diced toma-
toes with juice
2 tsp chopped fresh oregano
1 tsp chopped fresh basil
1/2 tsp chopped fresh thyme
1 tsp kosher salt
Pinch of freshly ground 
black pepper
In a large saucepot, saute the 
onion, garlic and celery in 
olive oil until soft. Deglaze 
with red wine and reduce 
until the pan is almost dry. 
Add the tomatoes, bring 
to a simmer for 8 minutes 
and then puree with a stick 
blender until smooth. Stir 
in the herbs and seasonings; 
simmer for an additional 3-5 
minutes, then serve. 



Preserving your trophy hunts 
for generations to come!

www.timberlinetaxidermyco.com

60135

Specializing In
• Game Heads
• Rugs
• Life-Size Mounts

Also: Skinning Available

“Find Us on Facebook”

W4756 Mill Rd 
Greenwood 

54437
133 County Road A , Black River Falls, WI 54615

715-284-4454
Open Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm & Sat. 8am-5pm

CLOSED SUNDAY

COUPON

  $5 OFF
   Propane Refill 
    or Exchange
Any Size Tank Including RVs
SA11125 • Expires 11/30/2026                 

Have a safe &
 successful hunt!

WelcomeWelcome                        
HUNTERS!HUNTERS! 
Get Ready for Get Ready for 

the Hunt!the Hunt!

Heated Jackets

Keep
Warm!
Wood 
Pellets

Available
Here!

 Lakeside Taxidermy
 Rock Dam

 Quality Mounts with a 
 Quick Turn-Around Time. 

30 Years Experience!
 715-937-0375
 Also Camo Dipped Europeans
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Submitted photo
Dick Matti of Humbird shot this 14-pointer during the 
2025 gun-deer season. The buck field dressed at 193 
pounds and had a 17-inch spread.

Submitted photo
Rayce Opelt, 7, of Neillsville kept quiet just long enough 
to bag this 8-point buck while on his first youth hunt.

Submitted photo
Brody Smart, 11, harvested this buck in Jackson County 
Oct. 17 while on a bow mentor hunt with Grandpa Jack.

Submitted photo
Caiden Lien of Hixton is one happy hunter on opening 
day found him harvesting his first buck-an 8 pointer with 
three other smaller points with around a 13.5 inch inside 
spread.  It was a one shot kill from 50 yards.

Submitted photo
Ashley Volovsek shows off a 27¼-inch walleye caught 
in June 2026 while fishing on Otter Lake near Stanley, 
Wisconsin.     

Good lunk hunters
and be safe. 



GREENWOOD MEADOWSGREENWOOD MEADOWS
Custom Processing

NOW TAKING DEER

715-773-0579715-773-0579

N12458 Cty Hwy. O, Greenwood, WI 54437N12458 Cty Hwy. O, Greenwood, WI 54437

12
74

34

Cleaning • Skinning • DeboningCleaning • Skinning • Deboning
Grinding • Steaks • Roasts  $100Grinding • Steaks • Roasts  $1004545

Further Processing and smoking now available

WELCOME HUNTERS!

1st Week of Deer Camp
  Wed., Nov. 18
       Dollar Day
 Meat Raffle 12-6pm
  $1.25 Beers ~ $1.50 Rail Mixers

Good Luck Hunters from Chris, Lori & The Deer View Gang

Sign Up 
For 

“Big Buck” 
Contest

Deer View Bar /
Hatfield Sports Shop

Just One More & I Gotta Go!
N451 Co. Rd. J, Hatfield • 333-9575

Come Join Us... 
FREE Thanksgiving Dinner

     Thurs., Nov. 26

2nd Week of Deer Camp  
Nov. 25 • Packer Night Party

Soup & Chili Feed

Fri. & Sat.
Nov. 20 & 21

Music by DJ
Sandirella 

7pm-?

Fri. & Sat. Nov. 27 & 28
Music by DJ Sandirella 7pm-?

OPEN AT 11 AM DAILY

Find Top Brands, Expert Advice
& Local Knowledge Under One Roof!

GUNS-AMMO-OPTICS-APPAREL-SCENT CONTROL & ATTRACTANTS

MOE HARDWARE &
 SPORTING GOODS

Proudly Serving Our Local Hunting
Community For Generations

OVER 3000
GUNS

In Downtown Black River Falls • Since 1896 • Open 7 Days a Week

Welcome Hunters!

HUNTERS
BUYING DEER HIDES
Call Brian Friemoth

715-238-7747
Please Call for Hours
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Submitted photo
Dillon Gearing harvested this buck during bow season in 2023.

Know your target: 
Don’t accidentally shoot elk 

this hunting season
The Wisconsin Depart- 

ment of Natural Resources 
reminds hunters to know their 
target and understand the 
difference between elk and 
white-tailed deer this hunting 
season.

Elk occasionally ven-
ture outside of Wisconsin’s 
Northern and Central Elk 
Management Zones, espe-
cially during the fall breeding 
season. Wisconsin’s Northern 
Elk Zone utilizes portions 
of Ashland, Bayfield, Price, 
Rusk and Sawyer counties and 
the Central Elk Zone includes 
a portion of Jackson County.

Positively identifying 
the target ensures the safety 
of other people and avoids 
accidental shooting of non-
target animals.
How To Identify An Elk:

	 • Adult elk are larger than 
adult deer. An adult elk stands 
about 1-2 feet taller than an 
adult deer at the shoulders. An 
elk calf will be about the same 
size as an adult white-tailed 
doe but will display similar 
coloration to adult elk.
	 • Spot the difference in the 
antlers. White-tailed deer ant-
lers curve forward, whereas 
elk antlers are larger and 
sweep back from their heads.
	 • Look for color mark-
ings.  Elk have a tan rump 
patch, black legs and a dark 
brown mane. Deer have legs 
the same color as their bod-
ies, a white throat patch and 
a fluffy white tail.
	 • Additional markers. Elk 
moving throughout the state 
may have noticeable markers, 
including colored ear tags or 

tracking collars. These collars 
are fixed around the neck and 
are typically orange in color, 
sometimes with a visible 
printed number.
See the differences between 
elk and white-tailed deer us-
ing  the DNR’s comparison 
guide.

Since there are still iso-
lated incidents where hunters 
mistake an elk for a white-
tailed deer, the DNR reminds 
hunters that any illegally 
taken elk may result in a fine 
and a revocation of hunting 
licenses.

Observations of elk 
outside the management 
zones can be reported to the 
DNR through the  Wildlife 
Observation Tool.
	

Submitted photo
Dylan Bever, 18, of Cataract, harvested this nine-point buck during this year’s bow sea-
son.

Two hunters were dragging their dead deer back to their car. 
Another hunter approached pulling his along too. “Hey, I don’t 

want to tell you how to do something ... but I can tell you that it’s 
much easier if you drag the deer in the other direction. Then the 

ant-lers won’t dig into the ground.” After the third hunter left, the 
two d-cided to try it. A little while later one hunter said to the other, 

“You know, that guy was right. This is a lot easier!” “Yeah, but 
we’re getting farther from the truck,” the other added.



BJ’s AIRPORT 
BAR & GRILL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
     LUNCH & EVENING SPECIALS DAILY

• Prime Rib • Ribeyes 
• Pork Chops

         &  Chicken
Member of Black River Falls

Chamber of Commerce
ATM• Major Credit

Cards Accepted

ALL-U-CAN-EAT

FRIDAY 
FISH FRY 

DINE IN OR 
TAKE OUT

Located on Hwy. 54 East 
on Airport Rd., BRF, WI 

715-284-4080  

EUROPEAN
SKULL MOUNTS

WON’T BE UNDERSOLD
$95

Get What You Pay For
• Free Plaque Year Engraved

• Always Using Dermestide Beetles

715-267-6104 

Black River Country
Insurance Group, LLC

“Premiums Paid Here, 
Stay Here to Keep 
Wisconsin Strong”

We Have Offices in 
Neillsville and Thorp

715-743-2800 / 715-669-5400

Ryan Dillenbeck, 
Career Agent

Cell: 715-937-4247  
rdillenbeck@ruralins.com

Tim Voigt, 
Sales Associate
Cell: 715-797-0025  
tvoigt@ruralins.com

Kyle Klieforth, 
Career Agent

Cell: 715-937-1673 
 kklieforth@ruralins.com

DEER
Hunters!
Open 4 A.M. on
Saturday, Nov. 21
and 5 A.M. on
Sunday, Nov. 22
BREAKFAST BUFFET $11.00
FRIDAY & SUNDAY
BUFFET $15.00

Closed Thanksgiving Day

Downtown Melrose
608-488-2611

HOURS:
Mon., - Thurs. 5am-2pm

Fri. 5am-8pm
Sat. & Sun. 5am-1pm

STANDARD BLINDS 
COME WITH:

• Treated Floor System
• Treated 4 x 4 Runners
• Carpet Floor
• Insulated
• Tinted Plexi Glass Windows
• Steel Roof & Sides
• Keyed Latch on Door

CREEKSIDE BLINDS LLC
W16184 MERLIN ROAD • TAYLOR WI 54659

For Delivery and Installation Call 608-385-2203

ARCHERY PRO
SIZE: 68” W x 74” L x 86” H

BOW HUNTER 
SIZE: 68” W x 74” L x 86” H  

BIG BUDDY 
SIZE: 65” W X 96” L X 89” H 

TROPHY HUNTER 
SIZE: 68” W x 74” L x 86” H

TREATED WOOD TOWER STANDS
AVAILABLE IN:

6’ / 8’ / 10’
with stairs and handrail

ALL STEEL POWDER 
COATED TOWERS

2ND TIME2ND TIME
LOVEDLOVED

NEW TO YOUNEW TO YOU
& NEW& NEW

HOME DECORHOME DECOR
432 Hewett St.
Neillsville, WI

* Next door to Mr. Schmitty’s *
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Submitted photo
During the first full week of October, Rock Creek Dis-
abled Outdoors holds its annual Hunt for Hunters with 
Disabilities, where disabled hunters can experience a 
Wisconsin deer hunt with the help of a guide, provided 
land, two meals a day, skinning and quartering services, 
and any other personalized assistance they may need. 
During the hunt, one such hunter, Levon Weaver, har-
vested this buck near Willard.

	 Hunters should treat 
eve-ry firearm as if it 
is loaded. The muzzle 

Treat every firearm 
as if it is loaded

Submitted photo
Michael Smothers of Black River Falls shot this eight-
point buck during the 2026 bow season.

Submitted photo
Todd Kling of Melrose poses with his first buck alongside 
his first child, Timothy Kling. Todd harvested the buck 
with a bow Oct. 19, 2026, on his property, just seconds 
after arriving at his stand. The timing couldn’t have been 
better, as Todd joked he didn’t think he could have held 
out much longer.    

 Marinated Venison Steaks
1 1/2 cups extra-virgin olive oil
3/4 cup soy sauce
1/2 cup red wine vinegar
1/2 cup freshly squeezed lemon juice
1/4 cup Worcestershire sauce
2 garlic cloves, peeled and crushed
1 1/2 teaspoons roughly chopped fresh parsley
2 tablespoons dry mustard
2 1/4 teaspoons kosher salt, plus more as needed
1 teaspoon black pepper, plus more as needed
2 pounds venison loin or leg, cut into 6 steaks

Preparation: Combine all ingredients except venison in 
a large bowl. Submerge venison in the marinade, cover 
with plastic wrap and refrigerate at least 8 hours and up 
to 12 hours.
	 Heat broiler, stovetop grill pan or grill. Remove venison 
from marinade and season with salt and pepper. Working 
in batches if necessary, place steaks under the broiler or on 
the grilling surface and cook, flipping once, until medium-
rare, 4 to 5 minutes per side. Allow venison to rest for 5 
minutes before serving.

should be pointed in 
a safe direction, and 
the only time a finger 
should be on the trigger 
is when one is ready to 
shoot. Never assume a 
firearm is unloaded. 
	 Fall is prime season 
for hunting, and hunters 
and non-hunters can 
benefit from a refresher 
course in hunting safe-
ty.  



110 Rose St., 
La Crosse, WI 54603

608-784-4402

218 Portland Ave., 
Eitzen, MN 55931

507-495-3312

Large Volume Buyer of Large Volume Buyer of 
Deer Skins & Raw FurDeer Skins & Raw Fur

  
Cash or Trade for Gloves or KnivesCash or Trade for Gloves or Knives

       F Hundreds of New and Used Guns In Stock
       F Quality Optics
       F Wide Selection of Ammunition

WANTED:
DEER HIDES

WE BUY GUNS!WE BUY GUNS!
GUN REPAIR SPECIALIST GUN REPAIR SPECIALIST ON DUTY!ON DUTY!

HUNTERS GUIDE NOVEMBER 16, 2026Page 6

Submitted photo
Riley Bue-Knight, 14, shot this 8-point buck during  this year’s bow season. He harvested 
the deer in Disco. He is the son of Jeremiah Knight and Nicole Bue.

Submitted photo
Loretta Waughtal of Melrose caught a 29¾-inch walleye 
Oct. 24, 2026, while fishing on the Black River with her 
son, Josh.     

Submitted photo
Dan Gearing found this shed in Merrillan in 2025.

Acknowledge your own physical limitations
	 Activities inherent to hunting, which include walking over rough terrain, carrying and shooting a rifle and dragging an 
animal carcass push the body to work harder. This may increase the risk of heart attack in people unaccustomed to strenuous 
exercise. Take frequent breaks, and hunters may want to go out in pairs so that someone can call for help or administer first 
aid or CPR, if necessary.
	 Dress accordingly. In addition to wearing blaze orange, hunters should be dressed for the weather to avoid frostbite and 
hypothermia. Layering clothing can be helpful, as layers can be taken off or added to stay comfortable.

Recognize hunting seasons and lands
Non-hunters must prac-tice safety during hunting season as well, even if they are not participating. FWS advises nature 

lovers to learn where and when hunt-ing is taking place and plan recreational activities based on this information. Staying 
out of designated hunting areas is essential. It’s also important for non-hunters to choose bright clothing to be visible when 
in the woods. A brightly colored bandana or piece of fabric tied around a dog’s neck will help to protect the animal. Sticking 
to trails also improves the safety of the public and will reduce the likelihood of entering designated hunting areas.



WELCOME HUNTERS!
Open @ 5AM FOR 

BREAKFAST
OPENING WEEKEND

THANKSGIVING
DINNER

If you have no place 
to go, come join us for 
Thanksgiving Dinner

starting @ 2PM

Hwy. 27 South,
Black River Falls 

PH: 715-284-3121

 

    HUNTERS SPECIALS
   Monday: Sloppy Joes
   Tuesday: Spaghetti & Meat Sauce
   Wednesday: Hamburger Gravy
   Thursday: Thanksgiving Dinner
   Friday: Fish

CHILI 
EVERYDAY!

Sat. & Sun., Nov. 21 & 22 BREAKFAST
AT 9AM
REST OF 
SEASON

R & R’s
FIRST & LAST 

CHANCE

Clark County’s
Local Land

Professional
Call me 
today!

 715-323-9837
ben@c21goldkey.com

Ben 
Zawislan
REALTOR

715-937-6473
 N1020 Borglin Ave., 

Neillsville, WI
Archery Range & 

Full Line Pro Shop 
Buy~Sell~Trade Guns

Sav-Rite Building Center
N3599 Fairground Ave., Neillsville

   715-743-3149 
            See us for all your building needs!

www.savritebuilding.com

Now Stocking a Large Selection 
of Banks Hunting Blinds

Stop In For Your Sporting Good Needs

RENTAL
CENTER

Neillsville Country Club
603 E. Division Street

Neillsville, WI (715) 743-3780

Stop in and check out the
Newly Remodeled Clubhouse

~ Full Menu Coming Soon ~

GOLF COURSE
• AND •

BAR ARE OPEN

~ Starting April 29 ~
Serving Eric’s Hand Tossed Pizza

~ WINTER HOURS ~ 
Mon 11-2 • Tues 11-2 • Wed 11-2

Thurs 11-9 • Friday 11-9
Saturdays and Sundays-Open for Private 

Parties~Call the Clubhouse to book a party

Esser
Insurance

Agency
• Farm • Crop

• Business • Home 
• Auto • Life

Alma Center, WI 54611
PH: 715-964-6311

FALLS MEAT SERVICE
Pigeon Falls • 715-983-2211 • fallsmeatservice.com
HOURS: Mon.–Fri., 7AM–5PM; Sat. 7AM–Noon

We can take whole Deer & Bear for processing,
with AFTER-HOURS DROP OFF* available.

(*During Bear & Bow Season for a $20 charge)

Complete Whole Deer and Bear
VENISON PROCESSING

Bring in your Boneless Venison
Trim during regular hours for a
wide variety of products:
Summer Sausage • Brats
Bologna • Hot Dogs
Bacon • Snack Sticks
Meatball Mix
…and more!
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Submitted  photo
Carl Opelt went on a two-week solo trip for his 50th birthday. Opelt explaind, “I had a 
moose, elk and mule deer tag for Northern British Columbia. I left Neillsville Sept. 14, 
stopped in Eureka, MT where I tagged along on a moose hunt with a buddy for a couple 
days, and then traveled to Fort Fraser, BC, and met my guide. On the second day, in the 
rain and wind just before dark, I made a 528-yard shot with my 300 PRC—actually, three 
shots—[and] hit him twice. On the fourth day, I shot a nice 4x4 mule deer, which left me 
with only three days left to fill my elk tag, which never happened. So, I left for home on a 
36-hour journey and returned home on Sept. 29. On my journey, I passed three bull moose, 
[saw] 16 black bears, a couple big horn sheep and multiple mule/whitetail deer. It was 
definitely a birthday I’ll never regret. I travelled across four states and four provinces.”

Lions deer hide collection underway
	 Black River Falls Lions 
Club is again collecting deer 
hides this year. 
	 Hunters can drop off 
hides at Wood Sales & Ser-
vice just off STH 54 west 
of Black River Falls. Hides 
should be dropped off onto 
the trailer provided. 
	 Lions Club members will 
take care of treating the hides 

Hunters are asked to remove 
all body parts, including 
heads and legs; this has not 
always been the case. Hides 
will be collected from Oct. 
20 through Jan. 5.
	 The money that Lions 
Clubs from around the state 
receive from selling deer 
hides helps run the Wiscon-
sin Lions Camp in Rosholt, 

WI. The camp began in 1956 
and has been dedicated to 
providing a quality camping 
experience for young people 
with disabilities, primarily 
the deaf and blind.
	 The 440-acre camp is 
also a wildlife refuge. It is 
the support of Lions Clubs 
throughout the state that 
helps maintain the camp-

ground, making it possible 
for those with disabilities 
to share an experience they 
might not otherwise be given 
the opportunity to enjoy.
	 For any questions, con-
tact Joe Larkin at 715-563-
3663 or Ed Vlach at 715-
896-2852. 

Grilled Salmon with 
Honey Dijon Sauce

Ingredients:
4-8 ounce salmon fillets; 
brushed with oil
8 tb Honey
4 tb Dijon mustard
4 tb Water; warm
1 tb Olive oil
3 ts Soy sauce
1 ts Salt
1/4 ts Black pepper

Honey Dijon Sauce: 
	 Combine honey, Dijon 
mustard, water, olive oil, soy 
sauce, salt & pepper.
	 Brush salmon fillets with 
olive oil and grill 3 to 5 
minutes on one side. Turn.
	 While grilling on second 
side, brush with Honey 
Dijon Sauce. Grill a total 
of approximately 10 to 12 
minutes. Serve with extra 
sauce on the side.



We Put The “We Put The “CUSTOM” ICUSTOM” In Customer n Customer 
for Over 25+ Yearsfor Over 25+ Years

Family owned & operated * Insured* Licensed* 
Certified * Experienced* 24-hour Emergency Service

We offer healthy air quality solutions 
~ Free consultations ~

FULL SHOWROOM FULL SHOWROOM 
OF MAJOR APPLIANCES, OF MAJOR APPLIANCES, 
FIREPLACES. OFFERING FIREPLACES. OFFERING 

SALES AND SERVICE ALSO SALES AND SERVICE ALSO 
AT OUR BRF LOCATION!AT OUR BRF LOCATION!

Complete heating & cooling sales & service 
*Duct cleaning & sanitizing* Forced air heating 

*Mini-Splits * Heat pumps *Preventative maintenance 

Custom Heating & Cooling, Inc.
216 E Division St., Neillsville715-743-6109 • 25 N. 2nd St., Black River Falls • 715-284-5931

ARCADIA 608-323-3363   CAMERON 715-234-4240   CHIPPEWA FALLS 715-723-8400   DURAND 715-672-8915   GRANTON 715-238-7186
MENOMONIE 715-235-4203   MONDOVI 715-926-3891   SHELDON 715-452-5195   WEST SALEM 608-786-1360   WESTBY 608-634-3141

TractorCentral.com

1Warranty based on years or hours used, whichever comes first. 2Financing subject to approved installment credit by J , f.s.b. offers valid 
on qualifying equipment purchased through January 4, 2027. Advertised compact tractor monthly payments are based on 20% down. 3Cash 
Savings off Select equipment until January 4, 2027. 4Pricing excludes taxes and any additional parts or repairs that may be needed.*$29 
pickup & delivery within 20 miles of any Tractor Central location. 50% off pickup & delivery beyond 20 miles.

- 42-in. Accel Deep Mower Deck, 44-in. 2-Stage Snow Blower, Tire 
Chains & Spring Assist Lift, 2 Suit Case Weights (42 lbs), Foot Lift on 
Deck/Snowblower, Set-up and Installation Included

X350 Mow & Snow
Blower Package 
Sale Price: $6,199

0% for 36 mo.2

$173/mo.
Add Weather Enclosure

for $939

- 54-in. Accel Deep Mower Deck, 47-in. 2-Stage Snow Blower, Tire 
Chains, 4 Suit Case Weights (42 lbs), Power Steering/ Foot Lift on 
Deck/ Snowblower, Set-up and Installation Included

X580 Mow & Snow
Blower Package 
Sale Price: $10,999

0% for 36 mo.2 
$306/mo.

- Four-wheel independent suspension 
for excellent ride and handling
- Easier shifting, with integrated
park position
- Electronic switch for instant
4WD engagement
- Comprehensive dash panel
with speed indicator

2024 560E Gator - $12,499

- Premium HVAC cab with easy-
to-clean vinyl seats
- Cargo box power lift
- Standard radio
- Up to 4,000-lb towing 
capacity

2026 845R HVAC - $35,099 $29 Pickup & 
Delivery4

Get your equipment serviced and
ready for next season!

Contact your nearest Tractor Central location to
schedule maintenance today! Ends November 27, 2026

- 23.9 hp, 3-cylinder diesel engine
- 4-wheel drive, power steering & Auxiliary Lighting
- 120R Loader
- Premium Operator Station with deluxe seat 
suspension and armrests
- 6-yr/2,000 hr. Powertrain warranty1

1025R Tractor w/ Loader:
$285/month2  (with 20% down payment)

PLUS: Save $1,500!
Financing for 60 months2

- Standard four-wheel drive (4WD) for maximum 
traction
- Tightest turning radius in its horsepower class
- Hydro transmission with Twin Touch™ pedals for 
ease of use
- Sale Price includes factory installed loader

3025E Tractor w/ Loader:
$337/month2  (with 20% down payment)

0%
Save 
$1,500

Save 
$2,000

0% for 36 months2 = $348/mo. 0% for 36 months2 = $975/mo.

Save 
$3003

Trusted service, genuine parts, and the John Deere performance you expect.

PLUS: Save $2,000!
Financing for 60 months20%

- 54-in. Accel Deep Mower Deck, 54-in. front mount pto Snow 
Blower, Set-up and Installation Included, 4-year/700-hour bumper-
to-bumper warranty1

X738 Mow & Snow
Blower Package 
Sale Price: $20,299

0% for 48 mo.2 
$423/mo.

Add Weather Enclosure
for $885

Add Weather Enclosure
for $799

Or Save $2,500 with Cash Purchase!

Save 
$5003

Save 
$7003

Orange Friday Sale
November 21
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Submitted photo
Dane Bever, 14 of Cataract shot this turkey in the Cata-
ract area this spring.

	 Visibility is essential 
during hunting season. 
Wearing blaze orange can 
help minimize the chances 
of anyone being mistaken 
for game animals. Deer are 
not color-blind, but they 
lack the ability to distinguish 
colors like red and orange 
from green and brown, says 
the Massachusetts Division 
of Fisheries and Wildlife. 
Wearing blaze orange will 
not make hunters stand out 
to deer, but it can make them 
visible to other hunters.

Dress accordingly.
	 In addition to wearing 
blaze orange, hunters should 
be dressed for the weather 
to avoid frostbite and hypo-
thermia. Layering clothing 
can be helpful, as layers can 
be taken off or added to stay 
comfortable.

Ensure you 
can be seen

Submitted photo
Twin brothers, Sean and Drew Stetzer of Alma Center, both harvested bucks within 10 
minutes of each other opening day of the 2026 archery season on opposite sides of their 
grandprents farm in Jackson County. Sean’s buck was a 10-point with a 19.5-inch spread. 
Drew’s buck was an eight-point with an 18-inch spread.



Alex Loesel
608-323-0116

MN/WI Licensed Agent
Alex@WeissChoice.com

Jake Davis
715-577-6370

WI Licensed Broker
Jake@WeissChoice.com

Amanda Killian
608-864-0762

WI Licensed Agent
Amanda@WeissChoice.com

WE CAN SELL YOURS TOO!

Buying or Selling Rural Property?

Buffalo Co. – 187.50 Acres w/Lodge – $2,375,000 – Sold
Buffalo Co. – 173 Acres – $1,225,000 – Reduced
Buffalo Co. – 90 Acres – $675,000 – Active
Buffalo Co. – 85 Acres – $750,000 – Sold
Buffalo Co. – 83 Acres – $650,000 – Reduced
Buffalo Co. – 80 Acres – $625,000 – Reduced
Buffalo Co. – 77 Acres – $616,000 – Pending
Buffalo Co. – 55 Acres – $440,000 – Pending
Buffalo Co. – 30 Acres – $325,000 – Active
Buffalo Co. – 19 Acres – $95,000 – Sold
Buffalo Co. – 12 Acres w/Home – $375,000 – Sold
Buffalo Co. – 4 Acres w/Home – $699,900 – Pending
Buffalo Co. – 3 Acre Lot – $69,000 – Sold
Buffalo Co. – Home in the City of Mondovi – $294,900 – Reduced
Chippewa Co. – 80 Acres – $350,000 – Active
Chippewa Co. – 36 Acres – $289,900 – Pending
Clark Co. – 16.15 Acres – $129,900 – Pending
Dunn Co. – 11.38 Acres – $60,000 – Reduced
Eau Claire Co. – 180 Acres – $1,375,000 – Sold
Eau Claire Co. – 134 Acres – $1,296,000 – Sold
Eau Claire Co. – 83.6 Acres – $499,900 – Sold
Eau Claire Co. – 79 Acres – $725,000 – Active

Eau Claire Co. – 62 Acres – $314,000 – Reduced
Eau Claire Co. – 23 Acres – $69,900 – Active
Houston Co. – 147 Acres – $1,250,000 – Sold
Houston Co. – 45 Acres – $292,000 – Active
Jackson Co. – 98 Acres – $490,000 – Pending
Jackson Co. – 80 Acres – $200,000 – Active
Jackson Co. – 60 Acres – $329,000 – Active
La Crosse Co. – 160 Acres – $1,400,000 – Sold
La Crosse Co. – 107 Acres – $771,000 – Sold
Pepin Co. – 250.7 Acres – $2,310,000 – Sold
Pepin Co. – 11 Acres w/Home – $799,000 – Pending
Pierce Co. – 32.5 Acres – $399,500 – Reduced
Trempealeau Co. – 335 Acres – $2,512,500 – Sold
Trempealeau Co. – 277 Acres – $2,200,000 – Pending
Trempealeau Co. – 208 Acres w/Home – $1,525,000 – Sold
Trempealeau Co. – 174.07 Acres – $949,800 – Active
Trempealeau Co. – 124 Acres – $806,000 – Active
Trempealeau Co. – 118 Acres –$826,000 – Active
Trempealeau Co. – 105 Acres – $840,000 – Active
Trempealeau Co. – 97.42 Acres – $549,900 – Active
Trempealeau Co. – 76.65 Acres – $399,900 – Active
Wabasha Co. – 15 Acres w/Home – $535,000 – Active

RECENT WEISS REALTY LISTINGS!

75,000 Acres

SOLD in the

Past 5 Years

in MN & WI!

Specializing in: Hunting Land, Farmland, Hobby Farms & Country Estates
Experienced with: Surveying, Parcel Splits, Zoning/Planning & 1031 Tax Exchanges

Land Wanted! If you are thinking about selling, call today for a FREE Market Analysis! WeissChoice.com

In the past 5 years, Weiss Realty closed just over 1,200 transactions
totaling over $523,000,000 in sales volume resulting in over 75,000 acres sold.
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MCRP TOWING LLC

715-937-2520

• Wrecker & 
Flatbed Available

• Lockouts

N4254 Catlin Ave, Granton, WI

• Belts   • Hoses   
• Ag Bearings

• Ag Sprockets & Pulleys
• Chain & Sprockets

C & J Auto &
 Machine Inc.You’ll Find it at

CARQUEST®

Automotive 
& Farm

Equipment 
Needs

See Dave, Nick,
Bill & Melinda 

STOP IN AND 
CHECK US OUT!

123 N. Main Street, Loyal, WI • 715-255-8543

If you can’t find it, call us and we will!

If you can’t find it,
call us and we will!

BRF Family BRF Family 
 Restaurant Restaurant

502 North Water St.~ BRF 715-670-0533

All Day
Breakfast!

Sun. - Thurs., 6AM - 3PM 
Fri. & Sat. 6AM - 9PM

FISH FRY
All-You-Can Eat!

Choice of
Potato, Soup

or Salad

Homemade
Pies!

Gimi’s
Friday 11AM-9PM

Jon Beck
(715) 299-5410

W12643 Charcoal Rd.
Hixton, WI 54635

Jon Beck
715-299-5410

W12643 Charcoal Rd.
Hixton, WI 54635 

HUNTERS GUIDE NOVEMBER 16, 2026Page 10

ANGLER
BAG LIMIT
BAIT
BLINDS
BOBBER
CAMO
CAMOUFLAGE
CASTING

CATCH
DECOY
FLETCHING
GAME
HABITAT
HARVEST
LICENSE
LURE

NET
POACHING
QUARRY
SCENT
SEASON
TACKLE
TRACKING
WILDERNESS

Answer on page 14 .

Submitted photo
Chase Bucholz, 13, of Black River Falls harvested a 310-pound black bear in Sept.2026.

 

Submitted photo
Jason Faulkner (right) and Rextyn Faulkner were successful on Zone C in Jackson County public land opening day of 
bear season, each snagging a bear. Rextyn also nabbed a buck on Oct. 11, the second day of the youth hunt.

Submitted photo
Brothers Braylon and Hudson sure were proud of their 



GOOD LUCK HUNTERS!
Gun Deer Hunting Hours

Mon. Nov. 23-Wed. Nov. 25 Open 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
CLOSED Thanksgiving & Fri. Nov. 27

Monday-Friday 8AM - 4:30PM
Saturday - Closed

Shop 715-743-4668
W4780 Hwy. 10, Neillsville, WI 54456

Buying All Metals • Aluminum Cans • Buying Vehicles
Copper - Brass - Stainless - Iron - Tin - Lead

Batteries - Cast - Catalytic Converters

 Tieman
  Realty, Inc.

COMPLETE REAL ESTATE & APPRAISAL 

Experienced • Honest • Friendly

116 N. Main, Greenwood, WI 54437 (715) 267-7243

Visit our Website at www.tiemanrealty.com

FEATURED LISTING!

Dean Bogdonovich • 715-613-0006
Roy Gregorich • 715-429-0571

IN BUSINESS FOR OVER
40 YEARS

N11453 WILDERNESS AVE., THORP, WI
Dare to Compare!! This lovely newer 4 bedroom,
2 bathroom ranch home and awesome 40x40 finished/
heated garage/shop with 1/2 bathroom (plumbed for a 
shower also) all on 20 acres of beautiful woods at the 

end of a dead end road (secluded and private). This quality built well maintained home has an 
open concept Kitchen/dining and living room, vaulted ceilings, main floor laundry, private deck 
from the master bedroom, ample closet space, walk-out lower level, blacktop driveway, office, 
2 full bathrooms, car port, pellet stove in the huge family room and we could go on and on. You 
need to view this wonderful property, you will not be disappointed. 

R-11453-W
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Submitted photo
Don Friemoth poses with his Wyoming pronghorn buck, 
harvested after he and his daughter stalked to within 60 
yards of the animal.

After 12 years of build-
ing preference points, 
Wisconsin hunters Don 
Friemoth and his daughter, 
Nicole (Friemoth) Mont-
gomery, finally drew Wyo-
ming pronghorn tags, set-
ting the stage for a hunting 

adventure neither would 
soon forget.

The pair made two trips 
from Wisconsin to Wyoming 
in 2026, beginning with ar-
chery season in mid-August. 
Severe drought conditions 
and high temperatures made 

hunting challenging, while 
the pronghorns' remarkable 
speed and ability to evade 
approaching hunters added 
to the difficulty.

Despite covering count-
less miles and making nu-
merous stalks, neither hunt-

er was successful during the 
first trip. However, the ex-
perience provided valuable 
lessons and memories.

In September, the father 
and daughter made the 16-
hour journey west again for 
rifle season. This time, their 

Submitted photo
Don Friemoth (left) and his daughter, Nicole (Friemoth) 
Montgomery, celebrate their successful Wyoming prong-
horn hunt in September 2026. Both harvested bucks on 
the same Tuesday after traveling from Wisconsin for rifle 
season.

Submitted photo
Nicole (Friemoth) Montgomery poses with her Wyoming 
pronghorn buck, harvested with a 180-yard shot after a 

Two for Tuesday: Father and Daughter Find Success in Wyoming
persistence paid off on a 
day they now call "Two for 
Tuesday."

Both harvested prong-
horn bucks on the same 
Tuesday. Nicole's success-
ful stalk took her across 
exposed ridges overlooking 
a wide-open basin, end-
ing with a 180-yard shot. 
About three hours later, the 
pair spotted another buck 
standing atop a tall butte. 
Using the terrain to their 
advantage, they closed the 
distance to within 60 yards, 
allowing Don to fill his tag.

Beyond the successful 

hunts, Nicole said the op-
portunity to spend time with 
her father made the adven-
ture especially meaningful. 
During their long drives, 
Don shared stories from 
his younger years, includ-
ing some Nicole had never 
heard before.

"The wide-open coun-
try, the weather conditions, 
the pure challenge of hunt-
ing pronghorns, and sharing 
the adventure with my dad 
made every point and every 
mile worth it," Nicole said. 
"It's a trip I'll never forget."

Submitted photo
Eli Edie harvested his first deer, a five-point buck, during 
Wisconsin’s youth hunt Oct. 11, 2026, just three days be-
fore his 10th birthday. Eli took the buck with a .243-cali-
ber rifle while hunting alongside his dad at his grandpar-
ents’ farm in Taylor.    

Submitted photo
Bruce Oligney of Taylor shot this deer Nov. 10, 2024.

Ingredients:
1 wild turkey
1/2 cup butter
salt and pepper
Stuffing:
	 Rub the inside of the 
turkey with butter, salt and 
pepper, mix the following 
ingredients and stuff into 
turkey cavity.
3 cups of roasted peanuts
4 cups of dried bread crumbs
1 egg, beaten
1 onion, finely chopped
3 tsp. butter, melted
1/2 cup chicken stock
1/2 tsp. black pepper
1/2 tsp. sage
1 tsp. garlic powder

6-8 strips of bacon
1/2 cup butter
1 tsp. onion powder

Directions: Place turkey in a 
roaster. Lay the bacon strips 
over the breast. Cover the 
breast with cheese cloth and 
pour butter over the turkey so 
the cloth is saturated. Sprinkle 
with onion powder, salt and 
pepper. Roast in the oven at 
350 degrees for 20 minutes 
per pound, basting frequently 
with the juices. When the bird 
is about done, remove the 
cloth to brown it a little more 
if necessary

Roasted Wild Turkey

Be safe in 
tree stands

	 Perching above the land-
scape can give hunters a clear 
view of game below. Per-
manent tree stands are more 
likely to deteriorate over time 
due to the weath-er; hunters 
should use tem-porary tree 
stands only for the season. 
Falls tend to be the most 
common cause of injuries, 
notes the Mayo Clinic Health 
Systems. Hunters should pay 
atten-tion to their surround-
ings to avoid being startled by 
ani-mals while in tree stands. 
Also, checking equipment and 
using safety belts can help 
prevent falls. The aver-age fall 
from a tree stand is 15 feet.



OPEN
DEER HUNTING

SEASON:
 Thurs., Nov. 19

Thru Sat., Nov. 28
 5pm til Bar Time

CLOSED THANKSGIVING DAYCLOSED THANKSGIVING DAY

REG. HOURS: THURS., FRI. & SAT. 5 PM - BAR TIME

The 
Most Girls
Around!

SUNSET TAVERNSUNSET TAVERN
Hwy. 54 West, Hwy. 54 West, 

Black River Falls, WIBlack River Falls, WI

WELCOME WELCOME 
HUNTERS!HUNTERS!

Sunset Tavern

“When You’re 
Done Shooting 

Deers, Come Slam 
Some Beers”

PIZZAS 
COME GET

YOUR ICONIC
CALENDAR!

KARAOKE BINGO
Tuesdays • 7PM

 

Stop in.... 
for.. KARAOKE

Fri., Nov. 20 &
Fri., Dec. 4

 

AMERICAN LEGION HALL
6 Boon Blvd. • Neillsville, WI  54456 • 715-743-3859

Fri., Nov. 27 • 4:30-7:30PM
FRI. FISH FRY

Sat., Nov. 28 • 4:30-7:30PM
MEXICAN NIGHT

Basket Raffles
Bar Open 4:30pm-Close

9pm Deer Hunters
Gun Drawing

 Fri., Nov. 20....................Deer Hunters Buffet
   4:30-7:30 pm
 Sat., Nov. 21......Opening Day Steak Feed
   4:30-7:30 pm
 Sun., Nov. 22...........................CLOSED
 Mon., Nov. 23............Sandwiches 11 am-1 pm
 Tues., Nov. 24 & Wed. Nov. 25.........CLOSED

Closed Thurs., Nov. 26 Happy Thanksgiving!
Sun., Nov. 29 • 8am-12PM

BREAKFAST
BUFFET
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Deer receive ‘fair warning’ hunting season has begun
Each year, Badger Mining 

Corps (BMC) in Jackson 
County hold an annual early 
gun deer hunt for hunters with 
disabilities in partnership with 
the Department of Natural 
Resources. BMC has done so 
since 2001, marking its 25th 
anniversary in 2026.

Held as a special early-
season gun deer hunt in Oc-
tober ahead of the standard 
Wisconsin gun deer season, 
hunts take place across Badger 
Mining’s Wisconsin proper-
ties and operational locations, 
including Fond du Lac and 
Taylor counties. 

For the BMC’s October 

Despite the challenge, Green 
made a “beautiful shot” on a 
beautiful eight-point buck.

Suchla was persistent in his 
pursuit for a trophy buck, us-
ing up as much time allotted to 
the hunt as possible to harvest. 
After failing to capitalize on 
a giant non-typical buck the 
first evening, he was able to 
redeem himself on a mature 
11-point buck in the final two 
hours of the hunt.

 

Submitted photo
Alan Suchla of Whitehall got himself a buck in the Badger Mining Corps’ annual 
early gun deer hunt for hunters with disabilities, held as a special early-season gun 
deer hunt in October ahead of the standard Wisconsin gun deer season.

 

Submitted photo
Dave Goplin of the Merrillan area harvested a buck and a doe while participating in 
the Badger Mining Corpss annual early gun deer hunt for hunters with disabilities, 
held in partnership with the Department of Natural Resources.

Hunt, six hunters participated 
this year. Three bucks and 
three does were taken, and a 
few were “warned that it was 
hunting season” (three missed 
opportunities).

Dave Goplin of the Mer-
rillan area harvested a buck 
and a doe, Keith Pamperin 
of Green Bay havested a doe 
and missed a buck, Tim Marek 
of Merrillan shot a doe and 
missed a buck, Alan Suchla 
of Whitehall shot a buck, 
Michael Green of Black River 
Falls shot a buck, and David 
Birkett of Lancaster shot a 
buck that was unable to be 
recovered. 

The weather was pleasant 
and all hunters had a good 
opportunity at harvest,” Matt 
Hess of BMC said.

Goplin started off the hunt 
with a solid shot on a nice 
buck, dropped in his tracks, 
and followed it up later with 
a doe harvest, dropping that 
nearly in the same grave.

Keith followed up with a 
shot on a “big buck” and then, 
while they were waiting for 
the recovery team, harvested 
a mature doe for the freezer. 

“Turns out, the buck was 
not recovered and it was as-
certained that the shot on the 
buck turned out to be a clean 

miss,” Hess said.
Birkett had an opportunity 

on a mature nine-point buck, 
despite the challenges recent 
blows to his health that forced 
him to change the way he 
hunted.

“With challenges already 
from a loss of his lower legs, 
added complications from 
a stroke left him right-eye 
blind, as well,” Hess said.

Birkett was forced to switch 
his shooting from right to 
left-handed. 

“Not as steady as normal,” 
Hess said, “the shot on the 
buck connected but the ani-
mal, disappointingly, was not 
recovered.”

Marek put a sniper shot on a 
doe to add to his winter freezer 
storage. He later had a chance 
at a good buck, but also turned 
out be a clean miss. 

Green was able to harvest 
his best buck after “sweating it 
out” in the blind. Hess said the 
sun was hot that evening as it 
beat on the west-facing blind. 



MELROSE
EXPRESS

Corner of Hwy. 54 • Melrose

608-488-7017

ETTRICK
EXPRESS

Hwy. 53 • Ettrick

608-525-2820

OPEN 5 A.M. - 11 P.M.
We sell DNR Hunting Licenses!

Stop in for
Hot Soup & 
Sandwiches!

Get your Express Pizzas - 
available at both

locations!

MELROSE
EXPRESS

Corner of Hwy. 54 • Melrose

608-488-7017

ETTRICK
EXPRESS

Hwy. 53 • Ettrick

608-525-2820

OPEN 5 A.M. - 11 P.M.
We sell DNR Hunting Licenses!

Stop in for
Hot Soup & 
Sandwiches!

Get your Express Pizzas - 
available at both

locations!

MELROSE
EXPRESS

Corner of Hwy. 54 • Melrose

608-488-7017

ETTRICK
EXPRESS

Hwy. 53 • Ettrick

608-525-2820

OPEN 5 A.M. - 11 P.M.
We sell DNR Hunting Licenses!

Stop in for
Hot Soup & 
Sandwiches!

Get your Express Pizzas - 
available at both

locations!

Stop in for Hot
Coffee & Drinks

Hot Soup &
Sandwiches

Tombstone and Jan’s Pizzas
           Take & Bake or
   Call in and We’ll Bake
            them for you.

Featured on Bizarre Foods with Andrew Zimmeran

CRAIG’S MEATS
& CATERING
1/2 Mile S. of 4-Corners on Hwy. 162
N9064 St. Rd. 162, Mindoro • 608-486-2212
Your Old Fashioned Sausage Experts

Butchering - Custom Cutting & Wrapping - Sausage of All Types & Flavors

                       WWW.CRAIGSMEATS.COM

Order your
Holiday Gift

Boxes
We can ship’em

for you!

for your Venison sausage, jerky,
sticks, brats, weiners, bologna, 

dried venison and more...
We guarantee your own meat back!
                   Add extra flavor:

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR PROCESSING, BEEF, PORK, ETC.

Featured on Bizarre Foods with Andrew Zim m erm an

CRAI G’S M EATS 
&  CATERI NG
1/2 Mile S. of 4-Corners on Hwy. 162
N9064 St. Rd. 162, Mindoro • 608-486-2212

ENDLESS FLAVOR 
POSSIBILITIES!

We still  
guarantee your  
own meat back!

Add extra flavor to your venison sausage, jerky, 
brats, wieners, bologna or dried venison with:

• Maple    • Cheese    • Peppers    • Fruits

We accept deer donations to local food pantries
Butchering - Custom Cutting & Wrapping - Sausage of All Types & Flavors

WWW.CRAIGSMEATS.COM

Complete Professional
DEER PROCESSING
Cut • Wrapped • Frozen
All to your specifications.

Lunch Meats & Flavored 
Beef Sticks: Apple Honey 

Cinnamon, Cran-
Blueberry, Jalapeno 

Cheese & Honey Mustard

DON’T GO INTO THE WOODS HUNGRY! COME SEE US!

Your Old-
Fashioned 
Sausage 
Experts

• Maple • Cheese • Fruits • Cranberries
 and More Seasonal Flavors

ACCEPTING WHOLE DEER, 
DEER QUARTERS

& BAGGED TRIMMINGS

Call 715-390-0280 
for Reservations

   Follow Us
       on FB

@Lake Arbutus 
Loon Lodge

Lodging & Great Venue

N9501 Thunderbird Lane, Merrillan
loonlodgehatfield@gmail.com

Fire • Smoke • Emergency Water Removal
Air Ducts • Carpet • Tile • Upholstery 

• Janitorial
      
       1 Main St., Black River Falls, WI 54615

Office: 715-284-2522 • Cell: 608-396-1619

Matt Rhodes
your agent for

Jackson County &
surrounding areas.

mrhodes@ruralins.com
Call me for a quote!
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Submitted photo
Keith Pamperin of Green Bay havested a doe and missed 
a buck during the Badger Mining Corps’ annual early 
gun deer hunt for hunters with disabilities.

Submitted photo
During the Badger Mining Corps’ annual early gun deer 
hunt for hunters with disabilities held in October, Mi-
chael Green of Black River Falls harvested a buck.

Badger Mining,  from page 12  

Submitted photo
Tim Marek of Merrillan harvested a doe and missed a 
buck, once of six hunters participating in the Badger Min-
ing Corps’ 25th annual early gun deer hunt for hunters with 
disabilities begun in 2001.

Submitted photo
Max Gearing found this shed in Merrillan, WI, in March of 2025.

 It was Saturday morning and John, an avid hunter, woke up ready to go bag the 
first deer of the season. He walks down to the kitchen to get a cup of coffee, and 
to his surprise he finds his wife, Mary, sitting there, fully dressed in camouflage. 
John asks her, “What are you up to?” Mary smiles, “I’m going hunting with you!” 
John, though he has many reservations, reluctantly decides to take her along. 

They arrive at the hunting site. John sets his wife safely up in the tree stand and 
tells her: “If you see a deer, take careful aim on it and I’ll come running back as 
soon as I hear the shot.” John walks away with a smile on his face knowing that 

Mary couldn’t bag an elephant -- much less a deer. But not 10 minutes pass when 
he is startled as he hears an array of gunshots. Quickly, John starts running back. 
As John gets closer to her stand, he hears Mary screaming, “Get away from my 
deer!” Confused, John races faster towards his screaming wife. And again he 
hears her yell, “Get away from my deer!” followed by another volley of gunfire. 

Now within sight of where he had left his wife, John is surprised to see a cowboy, 
with his hands high in the air. The cowboy, obviously distraught, says, “Okay, lady, 

okay! You can have your deer! Just let me get my saddle off it!”’



November 21st Annual Craft
Show • 9am-3pm

ThanksgivingThanksgiving
BuffetBuffet

Raffle baskets for Fundraiser
Ronald McDonald House

203630
STH 97,

Marshfield

715-387-4161 Reservations are appreciated. Large groups are welcomed.

9am-6pm
Thurs., Nov. 26

Marth Homestead Beef Store
N4263 County Rd G, Neillsville • 715-937-1323
Call or Stop In....If We Are here We Are Open!

Don’t Hunt on anDon’t Hunt on an
Empty Stomach!Empty Stomach!
 -Snack Sticks  -Summer Sausage -Snack Sticks  -Summer Sausage
 -Brats & Wieners  -Steaks, Roasts, Brisket -Brats & Wieners  -Steaks, Roasts, Brisket

~Plus, beef trim fat to mix with your venison~~Plus, beef trim fat to mix with your venison~

LET’S
EAT!

315 S. Main street, Greenwood, WI 54437
(715) 267-6488

    Wolf ’s                          &
Parts City Auto Parts

From auto parts to farm and home.
We try to stay on top of it all. If we don’t
have it, ask! We’d love to help you out.

Just a few miles between
Pittsville & Neillsville - Hwy 73

RETAIL MEATS, CHEESE, WINE AND CUSTOM BUTCHERING

DEER PROCESSING
Burger • Chops • Roasts
Sausage • Snack Sticks

10624 WI-73, Pittsville, WI
Phone: (715) 884-6200 or
Cell: 715-383-0206

WELCOME HUNTERS!WELCOME HUNTERS!
BIG BUCK
CONTEST!

Stop In For
Food & Your
Favorite 
Beverages!

W3741 US Hwy. 10   W3741 US Hwy. 10   
Neillsville, WI 54615  Neillsville, WI 54615  
715-743-2169715-743-2169

Hours: Tues-Thurs 4PM-8PM ~ Fri & Sat 4PM-9PMHours: Tues-Thurs 4PM-8PM ~ Fri & Sat 4PM-9PM

Happy Hour: Tues 4PM-8PM,
Wed-Fri 4PM-6PM

Early Dining Menu: Tues-Thurs 4PM-6PM

GOOD LUCKGOOD LUCK
HUNTERS!HUNTERS!
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Submitted photo
Daxtyn Parker is pictured with his 23-pound tom turkey, 
sporting a 10-inch beard and 1-inch spurs. His mother, Ni-
cole Montgomery (left), and stepfather, Chad Montgom-
ery (right), joined him for the turkey hunt, helping with 
calling and setup. From spring mornings to fall evenings, 
the family said the memories made during Daxtyn’s final 
youth hunts will last a lifetime.

Submitted photo
Tucker Peterson and Troy Babcock each caught a Stur-
geon at the Third Street landing in Black River Falls.

Submitted photo
After harvesting a bear during the opening of bear sea-
son, Rextyn Faulkner also got himself a buck Oct. 11, 
the second day of a youth hunt.

Submitted photo
Cameron Johnson, 13, earned a Master Angler Award for catching a 30” Walleye on a 
Canada fishing trip with his uncle and cousins earlier this year at the Walleye Opener on 
Lac Seul  Reservoir. 



Black River Power Sports
W10120 Hwy. 54 East • Black River Falls

715-284-2600

Your Local Dealer For

Professional & Experienced

Service for Major Makes & Models...

ATV & Side-by-Sides!

Black River Power Sports
W10120 Hwy. 54 East • Black River Falls

715-284-2600

Your Local Dealer For

Professional & Experienced

Service for Major Makes & Models...

ATV & Side-by-Sides!

Black River Power Sports
W10120 Hwy. 54 East • Black River Falls

715-284-2600

Your Local Dealer For

Professional & Experienced

Service for Major Makes & Models...

ATV & Side-by-Sides!

N6359 Country Drive • Black River Falls

Call us for all of your
propane needs!

N1831 State Hwy. 95, Neillsville, WI 54456
715-743-0233 1213 W. 5th St., Neillsville

BLA Services
Computer Diagnostics
Brakes • Oil Changes

Exhaust • Tires • Welding 
Fabricating • Alignments

Schedule Your Own Appointment
 @BLARepairServices.com 

715-743-2242

SUN., NOV. 22 • 3-6
The Brown Crow

Acoustic Duo

OFF EXIT 115 • N6600 Riverview Drive, 
BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI 54615 • 715-670-0063

Open Mon. 2-10 • Wed. & Thurs. 11-10 • Fri & Sat. 10-Midnight
Sunday 10-8 • Closed Tuesdays

Kitchen Hours: Thurs. - Sat. 11-8 • Sunday 11-6

GOODGOOD
LUCKLUCK

HUNTERS!HUNTERS!

TRADE EACHTRADE EACH
DEER HIDEDEER HIDE

for a Pair of Lined or Unlinedfor a Pair of Lined or Unlined
Deer Skin Gloves, Choice ofDeer Skin Gloves, Choice of

Assorted Hunting Knives,Assorted Hunting Knives,
or Sell for Cash! or Sell for Cash! 

TRADE EACH
DEER HIDE

for a Pair of Lined or Unlined
Deer Skin Gloves, Choice of

Assorted Hunting Knives,
or Sell for Cash! 

31 5th Ave. South, Strum • 715-695-3533 • HOURS: Mon.–Fri., 8AM–5PM

Closed Thanksgiving DayClosed Thanksgiving Day
Open 9AM–3PM, Nov. 28Open 9AM–3PM, Nov. 28

and Dec. 5, Dec. 12 & Dec. 19and Dec. 5, Dec. 12 & Dec. 19

NORTH AMERICAN FLY & TRADINGNORTH AMERICAN FLY & TRADINGNORTH AMERICAN FLY & TRADING

 109 Main Street, Street, Black River Falls •  715-284-5001

Welcome    
Hunters!

OPEN MON.-SAT. 
11AM-9PM

CHECK OUT
OUR SPECIALS!

FRESH FOOD/CANTINA BAR
Margaritas / Tequila
Mixed Drinks / Beer

COUPON

10% Off Your Order
With Coupon
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Mentored Hunting
It’s easier than ever to in-

troduce someone new to hunt-
ing in Wisconsin. Anyone can 
now obtain a mentored-only 
hunting license and hunt with-
out first completing a hunter 
education course. They must 
be accompanied by a licensed 
hunter (mentor), hunt within 
arm’s reach of the mentor 
and follow other rules. Such 
mentored hunts remove bar-
riers to hunting yet still allow 
people to safely experience 
hunting in a highly controlled 
manner. There are other ways 
people can learn to hunt in 
Wisconsin, too.

This one-on-one mentor-
ing opportunity gives first-
time hunters a chance to try 
hunting and enables veteran 
hunters to share their passion 
for the outdoors and help keep 
Wisconsin’s hunting heritage 
strong.

Definitions of 
mentee/mentor 

A mentee may be either:
1. Any person under age 

12, regardless of whether they 
have completed a required 
hunter education course.

2. Any other person who 
has not completed a required 
hunter education course, and 
is not exempt* from the hunt-
er education requirement.
Mentor

A mentor is an individual 
who meets all of the following 
requirements.

1.	 Age 18 or older.
`	 2. Is the mentee’s 
parent or guardian, or has the 
permission of the mentee’s 
parent or guardian. This does 
not apply if the mentee is age 
18 or older.

3. Has completed a re-
quired hunter education 
course, or is otherwise ex-
empt* from the hunter educa-
tion requirement.
*The following are exempt 
from the hunter education 
requirement:
	 • any individual born 
before Jan. 1, 1973;
any individual who has suc-
cessfully completed U.S. 
armed forces basic training 

and submitted evidence to 
DNR; or

• any individual who has 
successfully completed a 
recognized hunter education 
course in another state, prov-
ince or country and submitted 
evidence to DNR.
NOTE: View your customer 
account at Go Wild, or con-
tact DNR customer service 
to verify your compliance 
with the hunter education 
requirement.

Mentored hunting 
program rules

Rules for mentee:
1. Must have all required 

hunting approvals for the 
applicable season (license, 
permit, tag, etc).

2. Must remain within 
arm’s reach of the mentor.

3. Must comply with all 
other hunting laws, including 
season, bag limit and weapon 
regulations. Youth under 
age 18 are not permitted to 
possess or use handguns for 
hunting.
Rules for mentor

1. Must have any valid, 
non-expired Wisconsin hunt-
ing approval, regardless of 
the type of game pursued by 
the mentee.

2. Must remain within 
arm’s reach of the mentee.

3. Must ensure compli-
ance with all other hunting 
laws, including season, bag 
limit and weapon regula-
tions. If also hunting and/or 
attempting to harvest game 
while mentoring, has all 
required hunting approvals 
for the applicable season (li-
cense, permit, tag, etc).

4. A mentor may not use 
any deer harvest authoriza-
tions issued to the mentee.

5. Must only serve as a 
mentor for one mentee at a 
time.
Notes:
A hunter with any valid 
hunting approval who is as-
sisting in a mentored hunting 
situation or assisting a person 
who is 17 or younger may kill 
an animal that has been shot 
and wounded by a youth or 

mentored hunter if:
• the youth or mentee 

wounded the animal while 
hunting with the accompany-
ing hunter;

• the youth or mentee asks 
the accompanying hunter to 
kill the wounded animal; and

• the accompanying hunt-
er uses a type of weapon au-
thorized for use by the youth 
or mentee during the hunting 
season in which the youth/
mentee is hunting.

• A harvested animal 
counts toward the bag limit 
of the youth or mentee who 
wounded the animal.

Additional information
Discounted youth licenses 

are available for those under 
age 12.

Any individual purchas-
ing a hunting approval must 
have completed the required 
hunter education course, or 
otherwise, be exempt from 
the hunter education require-
ment. Completion of a hunter 
education course authorizes 
the purchase and use of all 
eligible hunting approvals. 
Completion of a bowhunter 
education course only autho-
rizes the purchase and use of 
archer or crossbow hunting 
approvals. Individuals that 
do not meet these require-
ments may only purchase a 
hunting approval valid for use 
under the Mentored Hunting 
Program rules. These re-
stricted licenses will indicate 
“mentored.”

Certain youth hunts es-
tablish additional accompani-
ment restrictions; see the ap-
propriate regulation pamphlet 
for more information.

There is no limit on the 
number of times that any in-
dividual can hunt as a mentee.

The Wisconsin DNR 
hunter education curriculum 
is written at a sixth-grade lev-
el (11-12-year-old); parents 
ultimately decide whether 
their child is capable of suc-
cessfully meeting the require-
ments of a Wisconsin hunter 
education course.

 

Submitted photos
Larry and his son, Trenton, took the chance to hunt together in Montana in September. 
Above, Sept. 15, Trenton Klabon (r) harvested a 4x4 elk. Below, Sept. 17, Larry Klabon 
(r) harvested a 7x9 elk. Both hunters utilized bows and arrows during their hunts.

Bob, a hunter, went on camping trip with his wife, kids, and 
mother-in-law. One evening, while still deep in the forrest, the 

Mrs awoke to find her mother gone. Rushing to her husband, she 
insisted on them both trying to find her mother. Bob picked up his 

rifle, took a swig of whiskey, and started to look for her. In a clear-
ing not far from the camp, they came upon a chilling sight the moth-
er-in-law was backed up against a thick, impenetrable bush, and a 
large bear stood facing her. The wife cried, “What are we going to 
do?” “Nothing,” said the hunter husband. “The bear got himself 

into this mess, let him get himself out of it.”
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